
Lesson #3: I Thessalonians 2:17-3-13

Introduction:
Paul has drafted this letter to the Thessalonian church due to
his excitement. He was greatly encouraged when he heard of
the perseverance of the church despite experiencing su�ering.
However, there were some concerns that he wished to address.
but before he could do so, he had to defend his name and his
motive for preaching the gospel.  The opposition in
Thessalonica accused him of being a charlatan. Paul masterfully
dealt with those issues in Chapter 2 and re-established his
credibility.
Paul now turns his attention back to expressing his longing to
return and see them once again.

I. Paul’s Passion for the Thessalonians (2:17-20):

But, brothers, when we were torn away from you for a short
time (in person, not in thought), out of our intense longing we
made every e�ort to see you.

17. Paul returns to the time when he was abruptly encouraged
(Acts 17:1-10) to leave the city.
- Paul warmly confesses that while he left the city physically, his
thoughts and concerns for them never left his mind; the
converts at Thessalonica were always on his heart.
- It is because they were on his heart that he can say that he
longed to return to them. In fact, the phrase, “intense longing”
expresses a �erce passion to see them face to face.

Q1. Why does Paul share in such intimate thoughts his desire
to be with them?
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For we wanted to come to you--certainly I, Paul, did, again and
again--but Satan stopped us.

18. Paul shares that his will to come was personal and ceaseless.
He was eventually able to send Timothy to be with them so we
can gather that the hindrance was personal to Paul.
- The word “stopped” literally means to “cut into.” It has a
military connotation, in order to stop an opposing army from
making ground against you, soldiers would tear up a road or
even a bridge so that their adversary would not advance. We are
to understand that Satan’s e�orts made Paul’s desire to see
them (thus far) impossible. We are not told what exactly
happened to prevent Paul from coming, all we can say is that
the opposition was formidable enough to put a halt to their best
e�orts.
- This verse reminds us that we do battle not with �esh and
blood but with spiritual forces. Our e�orts for the advancement
of the Kingdom of God must be buttressed by prayer to
overcome the enemy.

For what is our hope, our joy, or the crown in which we will
glory in the presence of our Lord Jesus when he comes? Is it not
you? Indeed, you are our glory and joy.
19-20. He places the Thessalonian believers in high esteem, and
it is important that they understand where they stand in Paul’s
mind. Later in the letter, Paul will admonish the church, and if
they do not grasp his love for them, they may fall away.

Q2. Why would anyone fall away when being exhorted or
chastised?
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- Paul asks rhetorically: in whom is his hope and joy? It is the
church in Thessalonica. What words of encouragement this
would have been to the church undergoing su�ering for the
gospel!  First, because of the apostle’s love and approval for
them and second, a reminder of the return of Christ.

II. Timothy’s Mission (3:1-5):

So when we could stand it no longer, we thought it best to be
left by ourselves in Athens.

1. When Paul was in Athens he could no longer stand it. His
concern for them was so weighty that he thought it best to
reduce his missionary team’s size and send someone to check in
on them while he remained in Athens to do the Lord’s work

Q3. Why was Paul so concerned for them?

We sent Timothy, who is our brother and God's fellow worker
in spreading the gospel of Christ, to strengthen and encourage
you in your faith,

2. Who was sent? Verse two tells us that it was Timothy. His
purpose was to strengthen and encourage their faith in God.
- The word used for “strengthening” has the idea of a buttress
or a support, and the word for “encourage” is like a lawyer who
comes to one’s aid.
- Paul understands that when believers are undergoing trials,
persecutions, su�erings etc, they need strength and
encouragement, this is why he sends Timothy.
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Q4. When your brother/sister needs encouragement how can
you provide it?

So that no one would be unsettled by these trials. You know
quite well that we were destined for them.

3. The purpose for sending Timothy is more clearly provided
for us in this verse. It is that the trials (su�ering, persecution,
etc) would not unsettle their faith.
- It should not be a surprise that trials, testing, persecution, and
su�ering are commonplace for the Christian. Christ said that
we (his disciples) should not expect any better treatment from
the world than did he – our leader.

In fact, when we were with you, we kept telling you that we
would be persecuted. And it turned out that way, as you well
know.

4. Paul reminds the church that when he was with them he told
them in advance that this would happen – and it did.
- “As you well know” may be making reference to the treatment
the church received when he was quickly whisked away from
the city as well as continued persecution they were receiving
since then.
- When Paul tells us that “we” will be persecuted, this gives us a
hint that the persecution is divinely appointed.

Q 5. How should we respond to su�ering, persecution, etc for
our faith?
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For this reason, when I could stand it no longer, I sent to �nd
out about your faith. I was afraid that in some way the tempter
might have tempted you and our e�orts might have been
useless.

5. Paul continues expressing his concern for their faith; it is for
their spiritual well-being that he has sent Timothy.
- The tempter has been identi�ed with Satan and his minions.
They place all sorts of enticements in front of those in the
visible church to encourage them to apostatize, or render them
useless for the advancement of the kingdom of God.
- Paul is keenly aware that the battle is spiritual and identi�es
the enemy in that category.
- Although Paul knew that persecution and trials would come
their way, he did not know what e�ect it would have on the
church – and it is this concern that compels him to send
Timothy.

III. Timothy’s Report (3:6-10):
The previous section expressed Paul’s concern and uncertainty;
however, this section conveys a more upbeat mood (one of
encouragement and relief).

But Timothy has just now come to us from you and has
brought good news about your faith and love. He has told us
that you always have pleasant memories of us and that you long
to see us, just as we also long to see you.

6. This verse provides the details of Timothy’s discovery/visit.
Paul writes about his two main concerns: their faith and love
and how they view Paul.
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- In reality both of these concerns go hand in hand. If the
church had believed Paul’s opponents, their faith and love
would have not grown for God and each other.
- It is obvious however, that Paul was still being personally
attacked and that some concern or doubt still remained in the
minds of those in Thessalonica. We know this is true as it was
addressed by Paul in chapter two.

Therefore, brothers, in all our distress and persecution we were
encouraged about you because of your faith. For now we really
live, since you are standing �rm in the Lord.

7-8. Paul seems to be saying that despite all of his pain and
distress they were worth it. Paul receives encouragement at a
time in his ministry when things were not going well (left
Athens dejected and entering the godless city of Corinth)

Q6. Who are people in the ministry that you could encourage?

Q7. How could you encourage them?

- This is the fourth time that the “faith” of the Thessalonians is
mentioned. It is noteworthy to mention this, as it is the true
concern of the minister to look for God’s presence (faith) in
those to whom he ministers.
- The money is important to carry on ministry but the
encouragement and joy comes from faith. Paul is careful to
mention the reason for his a�nity to them – faith – and not
anything else – money – as he has been accused of pursuing it.
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How can we thank God enough for you in return for all the joy
we have in the presence of our God because of you?

9. Paul continues to lavish his appreciation to God for their
company in the Kingdom; their presence provides great joy as
he goes about his business toiling for God’s glory.
- But this verse is also a question. Paul is asking what kind of
thanksgiving can one possibly o�er to God for the
demonstration of His grace? The answer is nothing would
ultimately be adequate.

Q8. Does this mean we shouldn’t o�er thanks?

Q9. How can we express our thanks to God?

Night and day we pray most earnestly that we may see you
again and supply what is lacking in your faith.

10. Paul conveys his “earnest” desire to be with them. This
language is in the same fashion of a “mother” or “father”
speaking to their children.
- His goal for seeing them again was not to discuss the latest
picks for the chariot races but it was for teaching them God’s
ways in areas that they were de�cient.
- In reality, the rest of the letter, in some measure, will
accomplish this goal. He will be addressing the
concerns/questions that Timothy brought back with him.
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IV. Paul’s Prayer (3:11-13):

Now may our God and Father himself and our Lord Jesus clear
the way for us to come to you.

11. Paul begins his prayer by recognizing the futility of going up
to Thessalonica unless the path is cleared by God.
- Paul gives us insight into the nature of God with this prayer.
He addresses this prayer to God the Father and the Lord Jesus
indicating to us plurality, but the verb to “clear” is in the
singular. This is to say that he is appealing to the ONE God,
but this God is more than one person!
- This prayer begins by teaching us humility. Despite how
e�ective or powerful we might think in accomplishing kingdom
works, none of it comes to fruition unless God clears our path.

May the Lord make your love increase and over�ow for each
other and for everyone else, just as ours does for you.

12. Paul asks the Lord to increase and over�ow the love the
Thessalonians have for one another and for those outside the
church not because they don’t already possess it but because
the Christian needs to be �lled with Christ’s love constantly.

Q11. In your Christian walk, do you �nd this to be true?

Q12.  How can we get this increase of love for brothers and
sisters and love for unbelievers?
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- Paul daringly sets himself up as a standard for demonstrating
love, but he can do so because his imitation of Jesus is the
ultimate standard.

May he strengthen your hearts so that you will be blameless and
holy in the presence of our God and Father when our Lord
Jesus comes with all his holy ones.

13. Paul petitions God, asking that He would provide all that
they need to remain �rm in the faith and unmoved no matter
what may come their way.
- Being that the return of the Lord (Parousia) is imminent in
every generation, we must conduct ourselves with the highest
ethics as believers.

Q13If Christ were to return today what would you want to be
found doing?
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