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KOINONIA  
AT A GLANCE 

Offered by Pastor Dick: 

1. When you come to Godôs house to hear His Word, 

do not forget to also prepare your soul with pray-

er. 

2. Come with a holy appetite for the Word (1 Peter 

2:2). A good appetite promotes good digestion. 

3. Come with a tender, teachable heart (2 Chronicles 

13:7), asking, ñLord, what wilt thou have me to 

do?ò (Acts 9:6). It is foolish to expect a blessing if 

you come with a hardened, worldly-minded heart. 

4. Be attentive to the Word preached. In Luke 19:48, 

we are told that the people ñwere very attentiveò to 

Christ. Literally translated, the text says, ñthey 

hung upon him, hearing.ò Lydia evidenced a heart 

opened by the Lord when she ñattendedò or 

ñturned her mindò to the things spoken by Paul 

(Acts 16:14). Such attentiveness also involves ban-

ishing wandering thoughts, dullness of mind, and 

drowsiness (Matthew 13:25). Regard the sermon as 

it truly isða matter of life and death 

(Deuteronomy 32:47). 

5.  ñReceive with meekness the engrafted wordò 

(James 1:21). Meekness involves a submissive 

frame of heartðña willingness to hear the counsels 

and reproofs of the word.ò Through meekness the 

Word gets ñengraftedò into the soul and produces 

ñthe sweet fruit of righteousness.ò 

We all like to think about what the preacher is doing right or wrong, but the sermon is not really 

about the preacher at all. It is God speaking to the congregation. Dr. Joel Beeke and Ray Lanning 

offer ten great suggestions in an article appearing in the book Sola Scriptura about how to hear and 

listen to the Word of God preached.  

If, these directions are ignored, and the preached word is not effectual to our salvation, it will be effectual to 

our condemnation. Watson rightly concludes: ñThe word will be effectual one way or the other; if it does not 

make your hearts better, it will make your chains heavier...Dreadful is their case who go loaded with         

sermons to hell.ò 

6. Mingle the preached Word with faith: ñThe word 

preached did not profit them, not being mixed with 

faithò (Hebrews 4:2). ñFaith,ò wrote Luther, ñis not 

an achievement, it is a gift. Yet it comes only 

through the hearing and study of the Word. 

7. Strive to retain and pray over what you have 

heard. Donôt let the sermon run through your mind 

like water through a sieve (Hebrews 2:1). ñOur 

memories should be like the chest of the ark, where 

the law was put.ò As Joseph Alleine advised, 

ñCome from your knees to the sermon, and come 

from the sermon to your knees.ò 

8. Practice what you have heard. ñLive outò the ser-

mons you hear. Hearing that does not reform your 

life will never save your soul. Doers of the Word 

are the best hearers. Of what value is a mind filled 

with knowledge when not matched with a fruitful 

life? 

9. Beg of God to accompany His Word with the effec-

tual blessing of the Holy Spirit (Acts 10:44). With-

out the Spirit, the medicine of the Word may be 

swallowed, but it will not result in healing. 

10. Familiarize yourself with what you have heard. 

When you come home, speak to your loved ones 

about the sermon in an edifying manner: ñMy 

tongue shall speak of thy wordò (Psalm 119:172). 

Remember each sermon as if it will be the last you 
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BOOKS AND READING  
RECOMMENDATIONS  AND  COMMENTS  BY  PASTOR  D ICK   

½How Should We Then Live?  

 by Fran  cis Schaeffer  

 Absolutely the best overview of the rise and 
decline of Western Civilization.  Schaeffer syn-
thesizes  many different factorsð
philosophical, historical, and theological, re-
maining at an elementary level so  that any mo-
tivated reader can understand the gist of his 
thesisðthat we are in a heap of trouble! 

½The Schaeffer Trilogy  

 composed of these three books  ( E a c h 
 can be purchased and read  separately.)  

 The God Who Is There 

 He is There and He Is Not Silent 

 Escape from Reason 

Taken from a series of lectures Schaeffer did 
(as most of his books were), this book lays the 
foundation  for understanding how and why 
we think the way we do in post-Christian 
America.  Terminology is  daunting at first 
but becomes clear through repetition. 

½God in the Wasteland and No Place  for 
 Truth  

both by David Wells  

 No better books are available to explain the 
present problems facing evangelicals and their 
churches  today. 

½The Work of Christ   

 by Robert Letham  

 Excellent explanation of the various aspects of 
Christôs redemptive work.  This book is part of 
a series  entitled ñContours of Christian The-
ology,ò including books like The Church by Ed-
mund Clowney, The  Holy Spirit  by  Sinclair 
Ferguson, and The Person of Christ by Donald 
Macleod.  In my opinion, one  can study each 
book in this series and get a better theological 
education than most seminaries offer. 

½Studies in the Covenant of Grace   

 by J.G. Vos  

 Just a simple but really good series of lessons 
on the Covenant of Grace that are worth the 

time no  matter where one is in understanding 
covenantal theologyðbut especially for the be-
ginner. 

½Understanding Biblical Doctrine : A 
 Workbook in Theology   

 by Ronald Nickerson  

 A very clear and straightforward doctrinal 
study which Iôve used often in discipling folks. 

½Chosen by God  by R.C. Sproul  

 Everything  Sproul writes is solid and easy to 
understand.  This particular book makes a dif-
ficult truth  (election) palatable and even at-
tractive to all but the most determined Armini-
an. 

½Essential Truths of the Christian Faith  

 by R.C. Sproul  

 There is no better super short explanation of 
fundamental Christian truths.  A good, quick 
resource to  refer to as needed. 

½Redemption Accomplished and Applied   

 by John Murray  

 A classic work explaining the ordo salutis  
(order of salvation).  Brief but profound.  

½Classical Apologetics   

 by R.C. Sproul, John Gerstner, and     
Arthur Lindsley  

 Somewhat formidable for most laymen, but for 
those who persevere, it could be a watershed              
 learning experience. 

½What Do Presbyterians Believe?   

 by Gordon H. Clark  

 A great, short commentary on the Westminster 
Confession. 

½Total Truth   

 by Nancy Pearcey  

 Sort of a continuation of Schaefferôs work.  
Many  have responded positively to her over 
the years. 

(Continued on page 3) 
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Weôve all heard one Irish 

folklore story or another, 

especially those centered 

on St. Patrick. One very 

popular story is that St. 

Patrick was able to chase 

all of the snakes out of 

Ireland where they then 

drowned in the ocean. 

However, when it comes 

down to it, St. Patrick 

didnôt chase any snakes 

out of anywhere, nor can 

you take folklore literal-

ly.  In all reality, there 

has never been any rec-

ord of snakes living anywhere near the Emerald 

Isle. Instead, figurative language was often used in 

these folklores, and in this case, the serpents more 

than likely represented druid and pagan religions 

that slowly disappeared from Ireland over a period 

of centuries after St. Patrick is said to have placed 

the seeds of Christianity there. 

Another story is that of the shamrock, which has 

him explain the concept of the Holy Trinity, three 

persons in one God, to an unbeliever by showing 

him the three-leaved plant with one stalk. Today 

Irishmen wear shamrocks, the national flower of 

Ireland, in their lapels on St. Patrick's Day, March 

17. 

I could go on and on in recommending spe-
cific books; so many excellent books are out 
there!  The main thing to think about is that 
you only have so much time to readð
everyone is busyðso spend the time you 
have well.  All books are not  created equal!  
Many of the books popular among evangeli-
cal Christians in the last thirty years or so are 
just junk.  So the wisest course is to stick 
with certain authors or particular schools (of 
thought) within reformed and evangelical 
circles. 

You canôt go wrong with men like James 
Montgomery Boice, Michael Horton, Harold 
O.J. Brown, David Wells, Francis Schaeffer, 
R.C. Sproul, Iain H. Murray, C.S. Lewis, and 
J.I. Packer.  That doesnôtô mean youôll agree 
with all they have written. It does mean that 
youôll never be wasting your time with them. 

All the early Princeton theologians, but espe-
cially Archibald Alexander, A.A. Hodge, Ben-
jamin Warfield, and Charles Hodge are 
great.  The old Southern Presbyterian theolo-
gians, particularly Robert L. Dabney and 
James H. Thornwell are very important to 
me personally. Absolutely everything Bishop 
J.C. Ryle wrote will challenge and edify.  I 
believe Francis Turretinôs Institutes of Elenc-
tic Theology  is as profound and important as 
Calvin for those wanting to understand re-
formed theology. 

I havenôt mentioned any books on family and 
what might be called Christian living .  There 
are many, but most of the good ones are 
written by relatively few authors.  Everything 
James Dobson wrote is helpful in family 
matters.  Jay Adams is as solid as they come 
on counseling and family living.  Tedd Tripp 
is great in parenting instruction.  There are 
others as well, but it is important to be care-
ful here.  So many authors writing in this ar-
ea have been influenced heavily by popular 
psychology and ideas that may be implicitly 
anti -Christian.  

I donôt have any recommendations in the ar-
ea usually referred to as ñdevotional litera-
tureò other than The Valley of Vision, which 

(Continued from page 2) 

is a collection of Puritan writings.  Generally, 
I think something like the monthly periodical 
ñTabletalkò is far superior to what usually 
passes for ñdevotionalò works. 

Montesquieu said, ñYou have to study a great 
deal to know a little.ò  I agree completely. 
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Spotlight on our membersé..an interview with Jack Lucas. 

Jack Lucas is a long time Ruling Elder at 

CPC and also serves as Treasurer.  His 

day job, however,  is at The Scooter 

Store, where he is Director of Market 

Strategies. He and his wife, Kathy, were 

counted among the earlier members of 

Christ Presbyterian Church. 

KOINONIA  

Where did you grow up, and were you 

reared in a Christian or church-going 

home? 

I did not grow up in a Christian or church-

going home; my parents were not Chris-

tians.  We lived in San Antonio and had a 

place on Lake Dunlap here in New Braun-

fels. My favorite memories from when I was 

growing up were times in New Braunfels on 

the lake. When Kathy agreed to marry me, 

she understood part of the deal was moving 

to New Braunfels and raising our children 

here. 
 

I hear youôre quite the water skier; I sup-

pose that is where you learned? 

Yes, I love the water. When we lived on the 

lake, some friends of mine and I would 

water ski and barefoot at sunrise four or five 

times a week, then then put the boat away 

and be at work by 8. 
 

And you grew up loving music, right?   

Yes, I like all kinds of music but I think my 

favorite is sort of a mix of rock and blues.  I 

love music in the style of Stevie Ray 

Vaughn.  I like country too, though; Alan 

Jackson is also one of my favorites. If my 

wife is right, Stevie Ray Vaughn became a 

Christian before he died; Iôd sure like to 

meet him in heaven (among others).   
 

So howôs your hearing? 

I have ringing in my ears 100% of the time, 

and itôs not from hunting. 
 

If you didnôt grow up in a Christian 

home, how did you come to Christ? 

Between second and third grade I went to 

VBS at the Baptist church about a mile from 

my house.   I donôt remember if someone 

invited me or not. I just remember I rode my 

bike there each day. I also donôt remember 

accepting Christ, but Iôm pretty sure I did 

because they baptized me at the end of the 

week.  Then between sixth and seventh 

grade, a friend invited me to Trinity Baptist 

Youth Camp, and I know I accepted Christ 

there; I remember that.  Although there was 

no nurturing of my faith whatsoever when I 

went back home, Iôm sure I was saved. I 

didnôt know it was called general revelation 

then, but I had an appreciation for the beau-

ty of creation and always believed the uni-

verse was too beautiful and orderly to have 

just happened. You know I was adopted; my 

father was killed when I was three days old 

and my mother immediately put me up for 

adoption. I grew up wondering how much of 

who I am was because of my genetic 

makeup and how much because of the envi-

ronment I grew up in.  The entire time I was 

growing up, I had a sense that I was not 

where I belonged.  Later in life, when I 

realized that my heavenly father had adopt-

ed me, I was thrilled to learn where my real 

home iséin heaven. 

I did learn a strong work ethic from my 

father, and there were tidbits of wisdom that 

were passed on by him that coincide with 

biblical teachings, but he was no Christian.  

He had a great appreciation for learning 

though; I remember he told me when I was 

very young to never stop asking questions. 

He made a profession of faith in Christ on 

his deathbed, so I hope to see him again. 
 

How did the fact that you were adopted 

help you understand the doctrine of elec-

tion? 

It made it easy. I clearly understood that my 

adoptive parents chose me when I was an 

infant, less than a week old, lying in a crib. I 

didnôt reach up to them halfway or make 

them any promises and had done nothing to 

merit them giving me their name, loving me, 

feeding me, nurturing me, and clothing me.  

In fact, had they known what my adoles-

cence was going to be like, they most likely 

would have chosen not to adopt me!  Again, 

not feeling like I belonged where I was, I 

grew up very angry, and that was reflected 

in the rebelliousness of my youth, and it was 

not fair to my parents. Years later, I recog-

nized that ultimately my anger was with 

God, because he was responsible for who 

and where I was. 
 

At what age were you made aware of the 

concept of election?  Is that the same time 

you were saved? 

I was an adult.  In the early years of our 

marriage, Kathy was involved in bible study 

and I was not.  Unbeknownst to me, she and 

a group of her friends were praying for me 

to become the spiritual leader of our family.  

In Godôs Providence, they asked me if we 

could host a Precept Upon Precept bible 

study in our home, to which I agreed.  Of 

course, what they were doing was trying to 

make sure I would be in the bible study.  So 

on the first night, the leader informed every-

one that, if you havenôt done the lessons, 

you should not speak when we gather.  I 

went a few weeks without doing the lessons 

and realized I couldnôt stand to sit there and 

not speak, so I started doing the lessons and 

started reading scripture in depth for the first 

time in my life.  The scriptures opened up 

for me and I realized for the first time that 

scripture was truly Godôs Word written not 

only to man, but to  me.  And thatôs when I 

read that I was adopted by my heavenly 

father.  For the first time I was getting hold 

of the fact that scripture was true, that it was 

really Godôs Word, and whatever scripture 

or two the lesson would say to read, I would 

read sections before and after it and whole 

chapters and would often find myself still 

reading at 4:00 in the morning, having been 

sitting there since 8:00 the preceding even-

ing.  I had such a hunger for Godôs Wordé

that I wish I still had today.  It was so amaz-

ing to me that Iôd found the Father Iôd been 

missing my entire life!   
 

How old were you when you first became 

involved in a church?  What sort of 

church was it, and how did that turn out 

for you? 

Prior to being married, Iôd visited churches a 

few times with friends, but when Kathy and 

I got married in 1983 we started going to the 

Methodist church here in NB because she 

came from several generations of Method-

ists.  But, as we went through a couple years 

of the Precepts studies, it became very clear 

to me that the pastor of the Methodist 

Church did not believe that Scripture was 

true as I did and ultimately, after a struggle 

of a few years, Kathy came to agree with me 

and we left that church.  As I became the 

spiritual leader of the family, Kathy was 

initially upset as she struggled with giving 

up that role.  When she prayed that I would 

take the wheel, she didnôt realize that she 

would have to get out of the driverôs seat!  

Iôd like to say that, although Kathy rarely is 

able to be in church with me, she loves our 

church just as much as I do and has always 

supported me in everything I have done and 

do at CPC. 
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When did you and Kathy meet? 

Kathy and I met around Halloween of 1982; 

I asked her to marry me on Christmas Eve, 

and we got married on January 28th. We got 

married so fast that everyone thought she 

was pregnant.  (She wasnôt.)  I just knew I 

wanted to spend my life with her!  And 

somehow even at that age, I understood that 

marriage was forever, that it was a volitional 

thing, and by Godôs grace, we have been 

married 29 years. 
 

How many children and grandchildren 

do you have, and where do they live? 

We have two daughters.  Our oldest, Nola, 

lives in Houston with her husband and my 

two grandsons, age 2.5 and 6 months old.  

Our younger daughter, Jackie, lives with her 

husband in Atlanta.  I wish they lived here 

in New Braunfels; I would love to see them 

more. 
 

What was your favorite thing about par-

enting your daughters? 

I think there were a few very rare moments 

when my daughters led me to believe that 

they wanted their husband to be something 

like me.  Of course, my favorite thing about 

being a dad now is being Papa to my two 

grandsons, and I hope and pray for more 

grandchildren! In the last few years I was 

very blessed to be asked to talk about the 

biblical meaning of baptism following my 

first grandsonôs baptism and more recently I 

had the extreme honor of leading the service 

at Jackieôs wedding as she and her husband 

exchanged vows.     
 

How did you first come to Christ Presby-

terian, and what was it like then? 

A customer of mine invited me to a Chris-

tian Business Menôs Association lunch, 

where the original church planter for CPC 

sat across from me and invited me to visit 

the little mission church. This was during 

that time when I had become painfully 

aware that the Methodist pastor was not 

Christian, but Kathy was still struggling 

with that thought.  In this same time frame, 

Kathy was beginning to have health issues 

that ultimately proved to be lupus and some-

times would be able to go to church and 

sometimes not.  So I started going to this 

little church plant when she couldnôt go and 

to the Methodist church when she could.  

For a while Kathy said, ñYou can go to that 

church and Iôll go to my church.ò  But I 

insisted we couldnôt go to two different 

churches because it would be confusing to 

our girls, so I went with her until she was 

ready to visit the new church with me.  That 

summer the Methodist pastor taught our 

Sunday School class using excerpts from a 

book entitled ñOriginal Blessing,ò that 

seemed evil to me.  When I got hold of the 

book, I saw things like ñThe Motherhood of 

Godò and realized that the basic premise of 

the book was that it was a good thing that 

Adam and Eve sinned and gained the 

knowledge of good and evil.  I had numer-

ous meetings with the pastor, pointing out 

that this book was quoting Wiccan witches 

and that it taught things like you should 

meditate in darkness and empty yourself of 

everything youôve been taught about God 

and be filled with whatever comes.  Thatôs 

when Kathy agreed to go to the little Presby-

terian mission church with me! 
 

What was CPC like then? 

It wasnôt exactly a seeker friendly church, 

but the attractive thing was that the denomi-

nation believed that Godôs Word was true.  

There were about 20-30 people.  The first 

time we visited, the church was meeting at 

the Loma Vista Retirement Center, and 

Kathy said, ñThis isnôt a church, and Iôm not 

going in there,ò but I got her in.  There was 

no nursery, and the only children were the 

pastorôs children, who were sitting on the 

piano bench with their mother.  Colleen 

Willard got up and took Jackie (who was 2) 

by the hand and sat down in the hallway and 

played with her during the service.  Iôve 

often said that that was the beginning of the 

CPC nursery.   
 

What caused you to remain in those early 

days? 

The commitment to the truth of Scripture. 
 

Would you describe yourself as Reformed 

at that point? 

Yes, but I didnôt know it.  At some point we 

moved from the retirement center into what 

is now the  Wings and  Rings Restaurant, 

and I asked Fred Willard if there was any-

thing he could give me that would tell me in 

a nutshell what the church believed.  Wise-

ly, he didnôt give me the Confession but a 

brief paperback on the Five Points of Cal-

vinism. I had never heard of Calvin, but 

when I read the booklet, I was so thankful I 

already believed in everything it said. It 

seemed to be a pretty clear and concise syn-

opsis of what the bible said.  I never had a 

problem with the doctrines of the reformed 

faith. Perhaps that was because I had no 

prior teaching that would have led me to 

believe something else. 
 

What is the most remarkable thing in 

your mind about what God has done in 

our church over the years?   

I think that has to fall under the big umbrella 

of the fact that God raised this church up in 

this community against all human odds.  

Iôve often played out in my mind the plot of 

ñItôs a Wonderful Lifeò and what this com-

munity would be like if God hadnôt raised 

up CPC, since our church was the church 

that started the Life Chain in New Braun-

fels, played an integral part in the beginning 

of the  Crisis Pregnancy Center (Options for 

Women), played a major role in the devel-

opment of BSF in New Braunfels, brought 

speakers to this community that otherwise 

would never have been here, brought a level 

of theological teaching to this community 

that would otherwise not exist, and played 

an integral part in the support of RUF 

throughout Texas as well as multiple church 

plants and missionaries around the world. 

By the way, that is a biblical model of how 

ministry should happen as I understand it, 

first to those closest to you, your covenant 

community, then to the larger community, 

then the region you are in and then the 

world. 
 

What have you learned from all that? 

God is absolutely sovereign and what we do 

as a church has eternal significance. 
 

Have you had any particular trials over 

the years that God has used to grow you 

to maturity in the faith? 

Iôve had a few.  I was self-employed from 

1982 to 1998, when the last business we had 

went broke (kind of ironic for the church 

treasurer).  We had been in the service sta-

tion businessðI had three different ones at 

different points in time; I was also a Mac 

Tools distributor, and the last business we 

had was the New Braunfels Penny Saver, a 

direct mail shopping guide here in New 

Braunfels.  Ultimately that business failed, 

which God used greatly in my life to make 

me realize, once again, that He is in control. 
 

So you had forgotten that? 

Honestly, I was playing ñLetôs Make a 

Deal.ò  I was working 80 hours a week and, 

though not saying it out loud, I was telling 

God that as soon as Iôm successful (meaning 

I have what I want), I will start tithing and 

doing the things Iôm supposed to do.  After I 

went broke, I decided I would tithe regard-

less of my income.  Since there wasnôt 

enough money to pay the bills whether I 

tithed or not, I figured Iôd try it Godôs way 

and see how it worked out. 
 

And how did it work out? 

Pretty good so far!  After the business 

failed, we were flat broke and because Iôd 

been self-employed all those years, I didnôt 

have and never had had a resume.  I called 

Gene Meyers and asked him for a job.  He 

said heôd put me to work as a commissioned 

sales person and, by Godôs grace, my in-

come increased every six months for about 

the next five years. I worked for Gene for 

about six months, then in the marine indus-

try as a sales manager, and then went to 
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From Jackôs Kitchen: 

Italian chicken soup 

with a hint of         

jalapeno 

2 c frozen cut green beans 

3.5 c Italian style stewed    

tomatoes 

12 Tbsp Lite Italian 

dressing 

.5 tsp All Purpose Greek    

seasoning 

1 raw red onion 

2 c chopped celery 

2 c frozen sweet yellow 

corn 

14 oz broiled skinless 

chicken breast 

2 oz. Kiolbassa jalapeno 

beef smoked sausage 
 

The onion and the celery 

are to be chopped. The 

one jalapeno sausage link 

should be cut into small 

slices and quartered after 

that. The chicken, corn 

and green beans all go 

straight from the freezer to 

the slow cooker. Combine 

all ingredients, turn on 

low for 8 to 10 hours, and 

stir before serving. It 

should only be stirred 

once or twice, if at all, 

while cooking; stirring 

more makes the green 

beans fall apart. Serves 

five.  

work for the Scooter Store in 2001. 
 

Do you have any advice for young couples 

or families? 

ñTrust in the LORD with all your heart and 

do not lean on your own understanding.  In 

all your ways acknowledge Him, And He 

will make your paths straight.ò  (Proverbs 

3:5-6, NAS)  In secular terms, be committed 

to God, committed to your marriage, com-

mitted to your church.  And tithe, not be-

cause the church or God needs your money, 

but because you need to constantly remind 

yourself that He is the one who provides, 

not you. Did I mention I used to have a 

problem with that? Lastly, donôt become a 

slave to debt. 
 

Do you think things like Sunday School 

or Pioneer Club are that important for 

our children? 

Absolutely!  Why would we ever expect our 

children to think that the gathering of the 

saints is important when theyôre adults if we 

donôt teach them that as children?  Lord 

willing, the best friends theyôll have in life 

are the friendships theyôll develop growing 

up in church.   
 

What do you remember about becoming 

a Ruling Elder in our church? 

I remember that the first time I was nomi-

nated, I refused; I was too young and not 

mature enough in the faith and didnôt be-

lieve that I managed my household well 

enough to accept the nomination.  Two 

years later, I accepted.  Ultimately I recog-

nized that no one lives up to the scriptural 

ideals of an elder perfectly. 
 

How do you think holding office in 

church impacts a man? 

It is certainly humbling; itôs my regular 

prayer that I donôt do anything that causes 

disgrace to the name of Christ or this 

church, but I know I fall short every day.   
 

Does ordination itself change you?  If a 

man is thinking about pursuing office in 

the church, what advice or caution would 

you give him? 

No, ordination itself does not change you.  

A man should not be ordained if he is not 

called, but he is the one that ultimately has 

to determine that.  Anyone who is pursuing 

an office in the church should prayerfully 

consider whether or not God has called them 

to that office or if they are pursuing it for 

some other reason.  Just as importantly, does 

his wife absolutely agree that he is called to 

that office and that she will support his min-

istry in every way?  The worst place a man 

can find himself is stuck between trying to 

please God and pleasing his wife. 
 

Where do you see our church in five 

years? 

I hope and pray that, in five years, we are 

well on our way to planting PCA churches 

throughout the Texas hill country.  I realized 

lately that I like to think Iôm middle aged, 

but I probably wonôt live to 108!  So it is my 

hope that, before I die, we will have planted 

at least ten churches in this part of Texas. If 

we plant one every two years for the next 

twenty years, it might work! 
 

What challenge do you see ahead for us? 

Trying to plant a church every two years!  

Lord willing, if the first one starts maturing, 

it can help plant the 5th one and so on.  Se-

cond, as our church grows, everything be-

comes more complex.  Over the years, there 

have been folks who would have preferred 

the church stay the size it was when there 

were 50, 100, 200, 300 people, etc., but at 

what point should we close the doors and 

say the gospel is not for everyone outside?  

But the larger a church grows, the more 

complex it becomes, because itôs a human 

organization made up of sinners, albeit with 

a sacred mission.  Ultimately, the greatest 

challenge we will face as a church and as a 

denomination is the struggle to stay true to 

Godôs Word as time goes by. Churches and 

denominations historically do not.  Itôs my 

prayer that the next generation will continue 

to lift up the scriptures as absolutely iner-

rant, infallible, and sufficient long after I 

and the other current elders are gone.  
 

In your mind, what are some of the most 

exciting opportunities before us? 

Besides church planting, it would be great to 

see us put the plot of land that we have to 

use, perhaps with a theological conference 

center that could double as additional Sun-

day School space and perhaps a larger area 

for church gatherings.  Perhaps a school, 

starting as a Motherôs Day Out, would be 

appropriate as well. 
 

Is there a particular author or teacher 

that you recommend to others? 

Iôm addicted to R.C. Sproul.  I love the way 

he is able to explain difficult concepts in 

ways that make them simple to understand. 
 

Do you think, after all is said and done, 

that the Reformed Faith is all that differ-

ent from generic evangelicalism?   

Absolutely.  The Reformed Faith offers true 

hopeðnot only for the individual, but for 

the culture.  In a very real sense, we should 

see ourselves as missionaries to the culture 

around us. That brings me back to the fact 

that we have to seek to spread the gospel 

through the Reformed Faith, whether itôs 

bringing people into our church or planting 

other churches; that should be our mission. 
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Menôs Retreat 

2012  

TO P I C :   

S P I R I T UA L  HE A D S H I P  

 

F E B R UARY   

2 4 -2 5  

 

J O H N  K NOX  R A NCH  

F I S CH E R ,  T X  

 

S P E AK ER :  

PA S TOR  B ER DJ  

TCH I L I N G U IR I A N  

in the church  

Christ Presbyterian  

And he said to him, ñYou, shall love the Lord 

your God with all your heart and with all your 

soul and with all your mind.   

(Matthew 22:37) 

Cost :  $49 per attendee  

Make checks payable to Christ Presbyterian 
Church  and be sure to write ôMenõs Retreatõ 

in the memo space.  

Drop check by the office or tear off slip at 
the bottom and put in offering plate with 

your check by February 14th .  

Scholarships are available; see Pastor Berdj 

or Don Miller.  

Questions? :  Please contact Pastor Berdj at 

berdjt@satx.rr.com or 830 -629 -0405.  

 

The Real Reason People 

Hate Tim Tebow 
Mockingbird Blog: 

Tebow never asked to be the starter this season 
over Kyle Orton. Never asked to have his name 
chanted in stadiums. All he ever said was that 
heôd work as hard as he could and that, as any 
player would, he wanted to play. Itôs not his fault 
that heôs been a topic on sports talk shows for a 
year straight, tiring all the pundits out. Tebow in-
spires rebellion because he appears to be that 
thing that we all fear most: a righteous man. 
 
Weôre not afraid of a hyporcrite; in fact, hypocrisy 
relieves us. Weôre hypocrites. That, we get. We 
fear the thing that judges us. True righteousness 
throws our sinfulness into sharp relief. Clearly, 
Tebow (and he would, no doubt, be the first to 
admit that he) is not truly righteous. Nonetheless, 
his apparent righteousness inspires hate, be-
cause it reminds us all of our shortcomings. We 
donôt spend every summer overseas teaching 
poor children about Jesus. We donôt reject en-
dorsement deals on moral grounds. We didnôt 
save ourselves for marriage. We arenôt as consci-
entious or hard-working. And if we did or were, 
weôd certainly brag about it. Compared to Tim 
Tebow, we are all sinners. 

We rebel against God for the same reason. We 
must run from righteousness because it will de-
stroy us, so far from its perfection are we. In the 
same way that standing in a room with Brad Pitt 
only serves to remind us how unattractive we are, 
being in a relationship with God serves to remind 
us how unholy we are. We need Tim Tebow to 
fail, and so we root for it, so that he can be shown 
to be imperfect, just like us. 

U. S. consumers spend $1.2 trillion  on 

nonessential goods and services annu-

ally, according to the Commerce De-

partment. Consumer spending on dis-

cretionary luxury items, including jew-

elry, yachts, sports cars, alcoholic bev-

erages, and candy, has risen to 11.2 

percent of total consumer spendingð

up from 4 percent in 1959. 

The Wall Street Journal 

http://takeyourvitaminz.blogspot.com/2011/10/real-reason-people-hate-tim-tebow.html
http://takeyourvitaminz.blogspot.com/2011/10/real-reason-people-hate-tim-tebow.html
http://feedproxy.google.com/~r/mbird/~3/49chh47fj9w/
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Deacon of the Month: 

         Februaryï Dwight Webb 

         Marchï  Rick Faber 

Sunday Morning Greeters: 
Feb 5- Floyd & Lois Johnson 

Feb 12- Dean & Linda Campbell 

Feb 19- Brent & Lara Perry 

Feb 26- Bob & Nancy Olson 

Mar 4- Larry & Mary Hughes 

Mar 11- Charlie & Margaret Brown 

Mar 18- Don & Connie Hendrix 

Mar 25- Will & Bertha Archie 

KOINONIA  

         ¢ƘŜ bŜǿ .ǊŀǳƴŦŜƭǎ  
  /ƘǊƛǎǝŀƴ ¸ƻǳǘƘ  
             ¢ƘŜŀǘǊŜ ǇǊŜǎŜƴǘǎ 

{ŜǳǎǎƛŎŀƭΣ WǊΦ 
¢La9{Υ    

¢ƘǳǊǎŘŀȅΣ CŜō нƴŘ ς тΥллǇƳ 
CǊƛŘŀȅΣ CŜō оǊŘ ς млΥолŀƳΣ тΥллǇƳ 
{ŀǘǳǊŘŀȅΣ CŜō пǘƘ ς нΥллǇƳΣ тΥллǇƳ 
{ǳƴŘŀȅΣ CŜō рǘƘ ς оΥллǇƳ 

±9b¦9Υ    
¢ƘŜ .ǊŀǳƴǘŜȄ  
нфл ²Ŝǎǘ {ŀƴ !ƴǘƻƴƛƻ {ǘǊŜŜǘ  
bŜǿ .ǊŀǳƴŦŜƭǎΣ ¢· тумол 

twL/9{Υ    
Ϸмн - LƴŘƛǾƛŘǳŀƭ hƴƭƛƴŜ  
Ϸмр - !ǘ-ǘƘŜ-5ƻƻǊ tǊƛŎŜ  
Ϸмл - DǊƻǳǇ 5ƛǎŎƻǳƴǘ όмл ǝŎƪŜǘ ƳƛƴΦύ 

CŜŀǘǳǊƛƴƎΣ ŀƳƻƴƎ ƻǘƘŜǊǎΣ ƻǳǊ ƻǿƴ 
aŀŘŜƭƛƴŜ ŀƴŘ !ƴŀƭƛǎŀ /ǳƭǇŜǇǇŜǊ ŀƴŘ 
{ŀǊŀƘ .ǊƻƻƪŜ !ƭōǊƛƎƘǘΦ LŦ ȅƻǳ ǇǳǊŎƘŀǎŜ 
ȅƻǳǊ ǝŎƪŜǘ ǘƘǊƻǳƎƘ ǘƘŜ /ǳƭǇŜǇǇŜǊǎ ƻǊ 
!ƭōǊƛƎƘǘǎΣ ƛǘ ƛǎ ƻƴƭȅ ϷмлΦлл ŀƴŘ ȅƻǳ ǿƛƭƭ 
ƘŀǾŜ ŀ ǊŜǎŜǊǾŜŘ ǎŜŀǘΦ 

 

CYT is dedicated to developing character in 
children and adults through training in the 
arts and by producing wholesome family en-
tertainment, all of which reflect Judeo-

Christian values. 

Parking Lot Duty 

Feb 5- Dan Childers 

Feb 12- John Davis 

Feb 19- David Donley 

Feb 26- Cory Elrod 

Mar 4- Jim Fritsch 

Mar 11- Ed Goerges 

Mar 18- Jamie Henderson 

Mar 25- Ace Horan, Jr.  

Rapid Visitation 
Feb 5- Larry & Mary Hughes 

Feb 12- Dee & Leah Anderson 

Feb 19- Doug & Janet Culpepper 

Feb 26- Darren & A.T. Hill 

Mar 4- Gene & Gaye Meyers 

Mar 11- Gary & Jana Henry 

Mar 18- Fred & Colleen Willard 

Mar 25- Don & Marty Miller  

New Communing 

 Member 
Trevor Henderson  



Jael Colleen Willard 

December 17, 2011 

8 lbs., 1 oz. 

20 inches  

Parents:Benton & 

Lorna Willard 

Big Brothers &    

Sisters: Chloe, Silas, 

Isaac, Gideon,    

Simeon, Phoebe & 

Malachi 
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New Births  
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Sarah Grace  

Kennedy 

December 18, 2011 

7 lbs. 10 oz.  

20 inches 

Parents: David & 

Holly Kennedy 

Big Brother: Caleb 

Sophia Gentry  

Rodriguez 

January 2, 2012 

7 lbs., 2 oz. 

20 inches  

Parents: Mario &  

Andrea Rodriguez 

Big Sister: Ana Linnea 

Baptisms 
Elena Teresa Garza            Brodie Lane Bowman  

 December 11, 2011          January 22, 2012    

   

The Willards are Missionaries 

in Guinea that we support. 


