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GLEANINGS FROM THE BOOK OF WISDOM LEADER’S GUIDE 

 

  LESSON 1 

 
 I. Read Proverbs 1:1-7 

 

  A. In verse 1, the author of this book is identified as Solomon.  However, later chapters 

identify other authors as well.  Nevertheless, it is clear that Solomon is the author of most 

chapters and perhaps the editor for some of the chapters of Proverbs.  In verse 2, the two 

purposes (points) of Solomon’s Proverbs are declared.  What are they? 

1. to know wisdom and instruction (NAS) 

2. to discern the sayings of understanding (NAS) 

 

   In the points above, what inferences may we make regarding the need for gaining 

wisdom? 

   If the Proverbs are intended to enable the reader “to know wisdom and instruction,” 

it is clear that many do not even recognize wisdom and wise instruction when they 

see it (or hear it).  Another way to put it is that not only do many in our day not know 

the answers; they do not even know what questions to ask.  This is true in the need to 

“discern the sayings of understanding” as well. 

 

   In verses 3-4, the seven points of the instruction mentioned in verse 2 are listed.  In other 

words, what does wise instruction hope to accomplish? List the seven points or objectives 

of wise instruction. 

1. instruction in wise behavior 

2. instruction in righteousness 

3. instruction in justice 

4. instruction in equity 

5. to give prudence to the naïve 

6. to give knowledge to the youthful reader 

7. to give discretion to the youthful reader 

 

   Most of us would like to regard ourselves as discerning and wise men and women of God.  

Yet the points mentioned above in verse 2 make it implicitly clear that we all need further 

instruction.  The study of the book of Proverbs is especially helpful in this regard.  If you 

were to counsel a young person or even a new Christian how he or she might acquire 

instruction, knowledge, and wisdom, what would you say?  There are at least five good 

answers you might offer, perhaps more.  Use the Scripture references as a guide. 

1. Proverbs 1:1-2 

First of all, take the chapter of Proverbs corresponding with the day of the month 

and read it at the beginning of each day.  God will guide you in a surprisingly 

direct manner as you deal with challenges in every area of life—business, 

finances, marriage, parenting, etc. 

 

2. Psalm 119:105; Proverbs 16:20 

Second, begin to read and study the Scriptures systematically and consistently.  

“Thy word is a lamp unto my feet and a light unto my path” (Psalm 119:105).  It 

is in God’s Special revelation that the light by which to live is found.  Apart from 

God’s Word, we are destined to grope and stumble through emotions, 
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circumstances, and the counsel of wicked men.  Also, “he who gives attention to 

the word shall find good” (Proverbs 16:20). 

 

3. Hebrews 10:24-25 

Third, submit and commit to a church Body that is committed to the integrity of 

God’s Word and which seeks the whole counsel of God, which necessarily touches 

on all of life.   

 

4. Proverbs 14:7; 2 Corinthians 6:14-15 (Hint: These verses tell you what not to do, so by 

deduction you should know what you should do.) 

Fourth, build intimate friendships with mature, committed believers, being 

careful to avoid the level of intimate friendship with the unregenerate and the 

double-minded (James 1:5-8).  “Leave the presence of a fool, or you will not 

discern words of knowledge” (Proverbs 14:7).  This, of course, does not mean that 

we should not have acquaintances and friends who are lost, but it does mean that 

we should take special care who we allow to become intimate friends with us. 

 

5. Psalm 1:1 

Fifth, when facing challenges in life, good or bad, be sure that you seek advice 

and counsel from godly men and women rather than wicked men.  “Blessed is 

the man that walks not in the counsel of the ungodly” (Psalm 1:1). 

 

  B. Some characteristics of “wise men” are mentioned in v5.  What are they? 

   First of all, a wise man is willing to hear wise counsel and instruction.  Many people 

hear, but they really don’t listen.  Certainly most folks are not willing to hear things 

that challenge their presuppositions and opinions and push them beyond their 

comfort zone.  Second, a wise man increases in learning.  This is a foreign concept to 

a culture that sees education as taking place only early in life in preparation for 

getting a good job.  A wise man or woman sees education as a lifelong endeavor and 

guards his mind and time so as not to be deceived by knowledge, falsely so-called. 

 

  C. What does verse 7 identify as the beginning of knowledge, and what does it mean? 

    Fear of the Lord is the beginning of knowledge.  The idea is that the wise man must 

already recognize God as Creator and sustainer of the universe (if he is truly wise).  

He must already affirm God’s unique sovereignty (Revelation 4:11) and bow to the 

authority of God.  The wise man recognizes that it is God who graciously allows our 

hearts to continue to beat, allows us to enjoy the blessings of life, and it is God who 

can take all of these things from us at His will.  Further, it means that God is holy 

and righteous and must judge sin.  Hence, our eternal destiny is in His hands as well.  

All of this is the fear of the Lord and, while it may be correct to define the fear of the 

Lord as a reverence for God, it is much more than that!  Now, with the above in 

mind, we will encounter men who appear to be wise and who may actually possess 

great knowledge regarding the mechanics of creation.  While we ought to recognize 

that even the knowledgeable pagan is a gift from God when he is in a position to help 

us (think of the pagan scientist who discovers a cure for some dread disease, for 

example), we must still recognize that all that he knows is either metaphysically 

skewed or is necessarily limited to his particular field.  He may have no real 

understanding of the reality of the larger universe or how things ultimately fit 

together.  Think of the scientist, pompously prognosticating on the nature of the 
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cosmos (the late Carl Sagan comes to mind), yet denying that God is the Creator of 

the cosmos.   

 

  D. In the last part of verse 7, we are told that “fools despise wisdom and instruction.”  What 

does this mean? 

   It means that in dealing with the lost and the unregenerate, you will come to a point 

in questioning them or discussing truth with them that they will reject you.  We may 

avoid these sorts of discussions, knowing that it may lead to conflict or estrangement.  

Nevertheless, it is vitally important that we recognize that when our discussion of 

truth (for example, the gospel or the law of God) begins to threaten a lost one’s 

autonomy, the reality of his sinfulness, and the consequences of his sinfulness (hell), 

he will necessarily reject this out of the need for emotional self-preservation.  These 

are some good examples that will allow you to test this: Initiate discussion on creation 

vs. evolution, homosexuality as sin in all instances, or the claims of Christ that He is 

the only way of salvation (meaning that all Muslims, Jews, etc. will go to hell).  These 

are topics that tend to provoke the unbeliever, because the Christian is making 

absolute claims that fly in the face of relativism and subjectivism. 

 

    Note to Teachers:  At the conclusion of your class, challenge your folks to 

begin to read the Proverb that corresponds with the day of the month. 
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GLEANINGS FROM THE BOOK OF WISDOM LEADER’S GUIDE 

 

  LESSON 2 

 
 I. Read Proverbs 1:20-33 

 

  A.   In much of chapter one, the need for godly wisdom is reiterated and emphasized.  Wisdom 

is personified as one who “shouts in the street” and who “lifts her voice in the square.”  As 

she (wisdom) urges the children of God to embrace her, she chastises those who choose 

foolishness instead.  In verse 22 we read of three attributes of those who refuse wisdom.  

What are they? 

1. They love being simple-minded. (NAS) 

2. They delight in scoffing at wisdom. (NAS) 

3. They hate true knowledge. (NAS) 

 

   In our day, it is not uncommon for even professing believers to neglect diligent bible study 

and the acquisition of sound doctrine (teaching).  What have these folks failed to 

understand about the Christian life?  (II Timothy 3:16-17) 

   Christianity is, at its core, a revealed religion which relies primarily if not exclusively 

on what God has explained about Himself and our redemption through His Special 

Revelation (the Bible).  That Revelation is not something that can be grasped at one 

sitting or fully comprehended when pursued in a haphazard manner.  The Bible is 

deep, rich, and profound, full of diamonds when mined correctly.  Paul is explaining 

this in his letter to Timothy by first making it clear that Scripture’s authority comes 

by virtue of its inspiration—literally that it is breathed out by God.  He goes on to 

explain its benefits.  It is “profitable for teaching, for reproof, for correction, for 

training in righteousness” (NAS).  The Bible is first in the list of the various means of 

grace God has given to us for our sanctification.  The object of bible study is 

explained in v17—“that the man of God may be adequate, equipped for every good 

work” (NAS).  Those who are disinterested in bible study are failing to grasp the 

critically important role it plays in God’s plan (will) for His children. 

 

  B. There are some who state that the reason they are not involved in regular bible study is 

that they do not understand the Bible.  God has provided us with the means to understand 

Scripture, as explained in v23, John 14:26; 16:7-8, 13, and Ephesians 4:11-15.  What 

means has God provided for us to grow with respect to our knowledge of Scripture? 

   First and most importantly, God has given believers the gift of the Holy Spirit who 

illumines our minds so that we might understand His word more clearly.  

Understand that illumination  is not the same thing as revelation.  God the Holy Spirit 

is not imparting Special Revelation in our day as He did during the Apostolic era.  If 

He were, that revelation would necessarily be equal to Scripture and authoritative, 

challenging the integrity of the canon of Scripture.  Illumination  is an internal work 

of God the Holy Spirit by which He opens our eyes to the gospel and to the truths of 

Scripture in a manner that transcends a mere accumulation of facts.  This is 

especially obvious in the way God shows us how to make personal application of 

Scripture to our lives.  Once again, it is vital to understand that illumination  and 

revelation are specific terms that we must distinguish between. 
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   Second, God gives the church gifted men (and women in an unofficial status) to teach 

us the deeper truths of His Word.  To ensure the integrity of the teaching we get, 

these men ought to be committed to the visible church, accountable to other 

knowledgeable and mature men, “apt to teach” according to their manifestation of 

fruit and maturity, and committed to the inerrancy, infallibility, and sufficiency of 

God’s Word.   

    

   What does the perspicuity of Scripture mean? 

It means that the essential parts of Scripture necessary for salvation are clearly 

explained in Scripture.  Even those who are not theologically trained can know who 

God is, what He expects of us, and the gospel itself. 

 

  C. In the warning of verses 24-33 to those who refuse God’s wisdom through neglecting bible  

   study and the acquisition of sound doctrine, there is an allusion to the discipline of a father 

for his child.  As we understand that a primary task of parents is to “counsel” (v25) and 

“reprove” (v25) their children to help them avoid “calamity” (v26), “distress” and 

“anguish” (v27), the allusion is especially clear.  Read Hebrews 12:5-13 and discuss the 

Lord’s discipline for His children.  Identify the (1) motivation for discipline, the (2) 

relationship stressed when discipline is present, the (3) relationship which doesn’t exist 

when discipline is not present in the life of a believer, and the (4) benefit of discipline to 

believers. 

1. God’s love for His children is the motivation (v6). 

2. When believers are disciplined by God, the truth of adoption is implicit.  In other 

words, God is our heavenly Father. 

3. When a professing believer continues in sin and is not disciplined, this points to 

the absence of a relationship with God. 

4. God disciplines His children “for our good, that we may share His holiness” 

(NAS). 

 

What painful action is the discipline of the Lord compared to?  (v6) 

scourging 

 

  D.  It is not unusual for someone intent on having their own way or doing what they think is 

best, regardless of what Scripture says, to find themselves isolated spiritually from God 

and His church.  This is expressed in verses 27-31.  The scenario may be described thusly: 

A man chooses to do something that is clearly prohibited in Scripture, claiming that he 

has prayed about the matter and has a peace about it.  He chooses to ignore what 

Scripture has said clearly and explicitly because he wants to have his own way; he wants 

to be autonomous.  As he continues down this path, it begins to be evident that he has 

chosen a destructive path of his own making.  He cries to God to save him from the 

consequences of his bad choices, but he is not yet ready to truly repent of his sinful 

disobedience.  In reply, he hears nothing from God and finds himself estranged from the 

people of God as well.  This sad state of affairs is played out all too often in the lives of 

stubborn and willful believers.  Let us consider some particulars from verses 28-31. 

   Once they have chosen their own way and refused God’s way, what is bound to happen?  

(v27) 

    The consequences of their sin will come as quickly as a “storm” or a “whirlwind.”  

They will experience “distress” and “anguish.”   
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   When they realize the negative consequences of their choices but have not yet repented 

before God, what will happen in their spiritual life?  (v28) 

   Their prayers will bounce off the ceiling and their spiritual vitality will be drained. 

 

   What is the true nature of their problem?  (vv29-30) 

   They hated the knowledge of God and did not fear the consequences of disobedience.  

They refused God’s counsel when they chose to ignore what His Word declares. 

 

   What is the final result?  (v31) 

   Whatever bitter fruit they have sown will determine the bitter fruit that they harvest.  

The consequences will reflect their choices. 

 

   What can this person do to set things right?  (1 John 1:8, 9; Psalm 32:5) 

   Confess his sin of disobedience to God, who promises to heal and forgive. This 

confession presupposes a genuine repentance (turning from the sin), so it would be 

more correct to say repent and confess to God. 

 

   Must we confess our sins to a priest or a preacher to be forgiven?  (1 Timothy 2:5) 

   We need only confess to God through Jesus our Savior.  Christ is our mediator. 

 

  E. In what way(s) do you think our culture today reflects the things addressed in Proverbs 

1:20-33? 

   The choices that cultures, societies, and nations make are not finally so very much 

different than those which individuals make.  They represent a collective choice 

reflected in the morality and priorities of many individuals.  When Francis Schaeffer 

described our post-Christian culture as simply a culture that had lost its moral 

consensus, he was speaking to the same thing.  The wisdom of God’s Word is there 

for us, yet we deliberately choose the foolishness of the world.  Finding that that way 

leads to death and destruction, we cry out to God for help, yet refuse to truly repent 

and confess our sins to God.  He allows our sinful way to run its course, with the 

consequences being more a matter of cause and effect than anything. 

 

   What is the answer for the (universal) Church? (2 Chronicles 7:14) 

   humility; repent and confess our sins; turn from our wicked ways   
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GLEANINGS FROM THE BOOK OF WISDOM LEADER’S GUIDE 

 

  LESSON 3 

 
 I. Read Proverbs 3:1-8 

  A.   In verses 1-2, the embrace of the commandments of God is connected with a long and 

peaceful life.  While this should not be understood as an absolute, it does reflect the 

positive effect on the life of one who conforms to the principles and precepts of God’s 

Word.  Which of the Ten Commandments contains a promise similar to verse 2?  (See 

Exodus 20:1-17; Deuteronomy 5:6-21.) 

   Commandment #5:  “Honor your father and your mother, as the Lord your God has 

commanded you, that your days may be prolonged, and that it may go well with you 

on the land which the Lord your God gives you” (Deut. 5:16).  

 

   Why would keeping this particular commandment bring a special blessing on a man? 

   Parents represent authority and order, especially when children are young.  Those 

who rebel against their parents usually experience destructive consequences.  This is 

because parents want what is best for their children and want their children to avoid 

problems.  Instruction to one’s children is for their benefit.  Children ignore their 

parents to their own detriment.  It is not an exaggeration to say that parents stand in 

the place of God in so far as their authority and protection of their young children 

goes, so rebelling against a parent is tantamount to rebelling against God.  For grown 

and adult children, the parental role and responsibilities change, though the 

requirement to respect and revere one’s parents never changes.  When a person holds 

anger and bitterness, unforgiveness, or disdain against a parent, this will always be 

reflected directly or indirectly in the way he or she relates to other authority figures.  

Those who go through life perpetually rebelling against authority—on the job, at 

church, etc. – find that life is more of a struggle.  They usually experience less success 

at work and more difficulty in relationships.  Hence, the promise of blessing for those 

who honor their parents is a very practical one which is realized in the real world.  

The warning of destructive consequences is as much a product of cause and effect as 

it is a direct judgment of God; hence, the promise following the 5
th

 Commandment is 

fulfilled as either a blessing for those heeding it or a curse for those disregarding it. 

 

  B. In verses 3 and 4, the instruction to “Bind them around your neck, and write them on your 

heart” (NAS) is similar to the instruction concerning God’s law in Deuteronomy 6.  Write 

the verse(s) in Deuteronomy 6 which parallels Proverbs 3:3. 

   ...these words…shall be on your heart…” (v6) 

   “And you shall bind them as a sign on your hand and they shall be as frontals on 

your forehead.” (v8) 

 

   What is the effect (typically) of obeying the instruction of Proverbs 3:3?  (See Proverbs 

3:4.) 

   “You will find favor and good repute in the sight of God and man” (v4, NAS). 

 

  C.  Many Christians struggle perpetually with making good choices in life.  The more options 

and alternatives they have, the more confusing life can become.  The result is often chaos 

and stress resulting from bad choices and uncertainty.  In verses 5 and 6, God gives us the 
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solution.  (Try to memorize these two verses.)  List the three things believers need to do, 

as listed in vv5 and 6a. 

1. “Trust in the Lord with all your heart” (NAS) 

2. “Do not lean on your own understanding” (NAS) 

3. “In all your ways acknowledge Him” (NAS) 

 

   What promise is given in verse 6b? 

   “And He will make your paths straight” (NAS). 

 

   What does this mean? 

   God will guide and instruct those who trust what He has said in Scripture ahead of 

their own experiences and observations.  Often this guidance will result more or less 

automatically as we conform to God’s law and publicly identify ourselves with Him.  

As believers seek to “acknowledge” God in all of their lives (bear witness of Him), 

some of the bad options and destructive alternatives that would otherwise be 

available are eliminated.  Wicked men and women will be less interested in sharing 

the company of a witnessing believer.  Invitations that may lead to problems are less 

likely to be offered to Christians who are honest about their faith and convictions.  

Consequently, our choices become simplified and the direction we should take 

becomes more certain. 

 

  D. In verse 7, once again, fearing the Lord is connected to wisdom.  (Recall Proverbs 1:7 as 

well.)  One very practical result of fearing the Lord and being wise is described at the end 

of verse 7.  What is it?   

   Turning away from evil.  Those who want to be autonomous (a law unto themselves) 

think they know what’s best regardless of what Scripture says.  Even when 

confronted with clear biblical commands, they do what they want to do rather than 

what God says they should do.  Since God is the Creator, He knows what is best for 

His creatures.  As the person rejects this guidance from God, he suffers destructive 

consequences.  Those who accept God’s way as the best way tend to want to follow 

the counsel of His word. 

 

  E. In verse 8, a physical blessing seems to be promised for those who “Fear the Lord and turn 

away from evil.”  This blessing is described as “healing to your body and refreshment to 

your bones” (NAS).  This implicitly reflects the promise of good health.  While it would 

be unbiblical to unqualifyingly connect good health and prosperity with the obedience of 

God’s law and bad health with disobedience (as in the error of the Word of Faith 

teachers), there is, nevertheless, a connection.  Discuss how conforming to God’s law 

might bring good health and how breaking God’s law might bring bad health. 

   Medical research continues to find a connection between attitude, optimism, 

moderation, etc. and general good health in people.  None of this means that the 

consequences of the Fall are eradicated.  Sickness, death, and ill health will be with 

us until Christ returns.  Notwithstanding this, as a general rule, living in accordance 

with the principles of God’s Word can facilitate good health.  One example will 

suffice: We are instructed to trust God and not be anxious for the future or those 

things which are out of our control.  Worrying and prolonged periods of stress affect 

the body’s immune system, making folks more susceptible to sickness.  But a merry 

heart makes good medicine.  Examples of sinful lifestyles ruining health are almost 
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too obvious to mention.  Drunkards get cirrhosis of the liver.  Homosexuals get AIDS 

and hepatitis.  Promiscuous heterosexuals get STD’s.  The list goes on and on. 

 

  F. Consider the following situations and discuss: 

   Bill is a Christian.  He understands that he is saved by grace and not by keeping God’s 

law.  He also believes that the law has no impact on him since he is under grace now.  

What has he missed? 

   He has failed to see that many of God’s commandments reflect the way God has 

ordered creation, hence to break those commandments means that one will live a life 

that goes against the grain of God’s creative order.  This causes problems.  He also 

doesn’t realize that Jesus Himself affirmed God’s law as a positive good in our lives.  

See Mathew 22:37-39. 

 

   John and Sue have recently become angry with their preacher.  He said that homosexuality 

was a sin and that in no instance was it okay for two men or two women to marry one 

another.  They both know homosexual couples and believe them to be nice people who are 

simply choosing an alternative lifestyle.  What have John and Sue missed? 

   If their pastor is simply conveying what Scripture says regarding homosexuality, he 

is doing what he is called to do.  This may be an instance in which John and Sue are 

leaning on their own understanding rather than on what God has explicitly said in His 

Word.  Considering the destructive consequences of homosexuality to those ensnared 

by it, love requires the preacher to tell the truth about it so that others will be 

warned of its dangers.  John and Sue have been deceived by a pagan culture. 

 

   Sandy has recently been diagnosed with cancer.  A well-meaning friend told her that she 

must have some unconfessed sin in her life or she wouldn’t be sick, because it was 

obvious that God didn’t want her to be sick.  She even quoted Proverbs 3:7-8 to her.  

Sandy is a sincere Christian and now is especially concerned that she may have brought 

the cancer upon herself.  What would you say to Sandy’s friend? 

   Sandy’s friend is ignorant of the scope and context of Scripture.  She is basing her 

bad doctrine on a few isolated Scriptures without regard for the scope of the whole or 

the totality of Scripture.  She has completely ignored the fundamental biblical truth 

regarding the pervasive effects of the Fall on all of us.  The verses which promise 

good health and healing to the obedient are general principles which do indeed affect 

one’s health, but not in an absolute sense.  All of us will eventually sicken and die, 

unless we are killed in an accident of some kind.  This will continue to be the case 

until Christ returns.  The friend also has a shallow understanding of the providence 

of God, failing to understand that He causes all things to work good for those who love 

Him.  This implies that there will be bad things in our lives that He brings good out 

of.  That includes serious illnesses.  Finally, the friend has not grasped how God can 

bring about our spiritual health through trials and tribulations.  What is bad to us 

may be a good thing to God—who knows all things and who has an eternal 

perspective.  This is a difficult truth for people living in an age of instant 

gratification, comfort, and affluence, but those (like Joni Eareckson Tada) who have 

walked through overwhelming difficulties bear witness of it. 
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GLEANINGS FROM THE BOOK OF WISDOM LEADER’S GUIDE 

 

  LESSON 4 

 
 I. Read Proverbs 4 

 

  A.   The fourth chapter of Proverbs provides some insight into wise parenting.  The reader’s 

attention is called implicitly to the need to gain the ear of children early.  “When I was a 

son to my father, tender and the only son in the sight of my mother, then he taught me and 

said to me, ‘Let your heart hold fast my words; keep my commandments and live…’” (vv 

3-4 NAS).  It has been observed that children are most receptive to the gospel and the 

truths of Scripture at an early age.  Indeed, more than 80% of Christian adults were 

converted before the age of eighteen.  This creates a sense of urgency in the need to 

communicate the gospel and the whole counsel of God to children at an early age.  As 

children grow older, they do not become more receptive to the gospel, but rather less 

receptive.  Read the following excerpt from the book Shepherding a Childôs Heart: 

 

     Letôs rethink this matter of getting your children saved.  Perhaps one of  

    the problems with this perspective is that it looks for a major spiritual event  

    of salvation and misses the spiritual process of nurturing your children.  It is  

    our task to faithfully teach our children the ways of God.  It is the Holy Spiritôs  

    task to work through the Word of God to change their hearts.  Even when the  

    Spirit illumines and quickens them to life, it is a life of progressive growth. 

     What your children need is spiritual nurture.  They need to be taught the  

    ways of God.  They need to be instructed in the character of God so that they  

    can learn a proper fear of God.  They need to understand that all of life rushes  

    toward the day when we shall stand before God and give account.  They need  

    to learn about the pervasive effects of the fall on the human condition.  They  

    need to understand subtleties of the malignancy of their own hearts.  They need  

    to know the dangers of trusting in themselves.  They need answers to the great 

problems of life.  They need to understand the difference between presuppositional 

thinking and empiricism.  In short, they need instruction. 

     Nurture them.  Tenderly encourage them to trust God.  They need to trust  

    Him not only for salvation, but for daily living.  Teach them how knowing God 

impacts the experience of being bullied in the schoolyard.  This will make a difference 

in how they interact with their failures and successes.  Knowing God  

    will make a difference when they are afraid, angry, hurting, sinning, or sinned 

against.  Knowing what God is like will fit the times when they are tempted.   

    Knowing God will affect the long-term goals for their lives.  You must help  

    your children understand the rich treasures of living in the vitality of a robust  

    and lively faith in Jesus. 

 

   Discuss some practical ways of doing what the author encourages.  Consider particularly: 

   What is the parent’s responsibility? 

   The parent is to “faithfully teach (their) children the ways of God.” 
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   What is God’s responsibility? 

   “It is the Holy Spirit’s task to work through the Word of God to change their  

   hearts.” 

 

   Should children be taught to fear God? 

“They need to be instructed in the character of God so that they can learn a proper 

fear of God.” 

 

Should children be told about hell and judgment? 

“They need to understand that we shall stand before God and give account.” 

 

What is the difference between “presuppositional thinking” and “empiricism”? 

Presuppositional thinking is worldview thinking, where ideas and conclusions derive 

from firm convictions and biblical absolutes.  Empirical thinking is viewing the world 

through experiences and observations, which may or may not be based on truth.  

This is the way most people think, allowing the culture, peers, and experience to 

determine their ideas and opinions. 

 

How does a parent best equip a child to deal with the hurts, temptations, and failures 

he/she will face in life? 

By encouraging them “to trust God.”  By seeing that they know that they live in a 

fallen world and that they will experience tribulation in this world.  By 

communicating that God’s idea of success may not be our idea of success, so that 

even our failures can accomplish good things (Romans 8:28). 

 

  B.  Read Proverbs 13:24 and discuss what it says about spanking. 

   Spanking (properly administered and in the right spirit) is an expression of love.  It is 

a means of discipline—not the only means but nevertheless, a means. 

 

   Read the following excerpt from Shepherding a Childôs Heart and discuss how it conflicts 

with our society’s perspective toward the rod. 

    

The Fruit of the Rod 

     The rod teaches outcomes to behavior.  Consistent use of the rod teaches your 

children that there are inevitable outcomes to behavior.  Young children must  

    learn to obey.  When disobedience is met with painful consequences, they learn 

     that God has built the principle of sowing and reaping into their world. 

     The rod shows Godôs authority over Mom and Dad.  The parent who uses  

    the rod as a matter of obedience is being an example of submission to authority.   

    One of the reasons children have difficulty with authority is that they do not see  

    it modeled in our culture. 

     The rod trains a child to be under authority.  The fact that there are certain 

consequences to disobedience teaches the importance of obedience.  The child  

    learns while still young that God has placed everyone under authority and that 

authority structures are a blessing. 

     The rod demonstrates parental love and commitment.  Hebrews 12 makes  

    it clear that the rod is an expression of love.  In verse 5, discipline is a sign of  
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    sonship.  The parent who disciplines shows he loves his child.  He is not an 

uninterested party.  He is not ambivalent. He is engaged and involved.  His 

commitment runs deepðdeep enough to invest himself in careful discipline. 

     The rod yields a harvest of peace and righteousness.  In Hebrews 12:11  

    we read, ñNo discipline seems pleasant at the time, but painful.  Later on,  

    however, it produces a harvest of righteousness and peace for those who have  

    been trained by it.ò  Timely, careful discipline, while unpleasant and painful  

    at times, yields happy, successful children. 

     The rod bears wonderful fruit.  As a father of adult children, I am continually 

thankful for Godôs mercy to our family.  Our first exposure to the ideas that are  

    set out in this chapter came when we had only one child.  He was an unruly 18- 

    month-old who was on his way to the terrible twoôs!  These principles gave us  

    a way to deal with our son.  They enabled us to give him the security of discipline.  

They enabled him to gain self-control.  They helped him to respect and love his  

    mom and dad. 

     The rod returns the child to the place of blessing.  Left to himself, he would 

continue to live a lust-driven life.  He would continue to seek comfort in being  

    a slave to his desires and fears.  The rod of correction returns him to the place  

    of submission to parents in which God has promised blessing. 

     The rod promotes an atmosphere of closeness and openness between parent  

    and child.  The parent who is engaging his child and refusing to ignore things  

    that challenge the integrity of their relationship will experience intimacy with  

    his child.  When a child is allowed to be sullen and disobedient, distance develops 

between the parent and the child.  The parent who refuses to allow estrangement  

    will enjoy a close and open relationship. 

 

   There are many things that could be brought up in discussing the contrast between 

the point of view above and what society says about spanking.  The bottom line is 

that society holds the complete opposite view.  Corporal punishment is viewed as 

child abuse in society today.  It is said to engender violence-prone adolescents who 

will act out their aggression on others.  The opposite is actually the case.  Neglected 

and ignored children become aggressive as they act out their frustration in anti-social 

behavior.  The world says parents who spank have a serious problem.  God’s word 

says parents who refuse to spank have the problem. 

 

Note: This lesson does not deal with the appropriate manner and attitude 

necessary for proper administration of the rod.  For example, spanking should 

never be out of a parentôs anger toward the child.  For more information, I 

recommend highly that parents read Shepherding a Childôs Heart for 

themselves.   Dare to Discipline by James Dobson is also helpful in regard to 

parenting.   

 

  C. Read the following excerpt from Shepherding a Childôs Heart and discuss: 

 

Call for Consistency 

     The serious parent must be prepared to swim upstream, as our culture has 

     lost any semblance of submission to authority.  You must be consistent.  You  
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    must train your children to obey through careful discipline and precise instruction.  

The rules have to be the same each day. 

     If they must obey, you must challenge disobedience and persevere until the 

lessons of submission are learned.  Victory does not come to the faint of heart.   

    You will rarely witness resolute will power such as you find in a toddler who  

    has determined not to obey. 

     Clear directives and thorough reinforcement are essential.  Never allow  

    your children to disobey without dealing with them.  When they disobey, they  

    are moving out of the circle of Godôs blessing into a place of grave peril.  If  

    you understand the fear of the Lord, you will not allow your child to ignore  

    Godôs law without intervening.  Your intervention is turning him back into the  

    circle of blessing. 

     Some parents argue, ñIt is a glory to overlook an offenseò as a justification  

    for allowing some disobedience.  They do not understand the issue.  Obedience  

    to parents is not a parent-child issue.  If it were, the parent could be selective  

    about when he wished to be obeyed. Obedience is not simply an issue between  

    the parent and the child.  It is an issue between the child and God in which the  

    parent is Godôs agent in drawing the child back within the circle of blessing.  It  

    is not a glory to overlook offenses of that sort. 

     Once the lessons of submission are learned, they are learned for a lifetime!   

    As I write, my children are in high school and college.  We have not had a contest 

over the issue of submission for years.  God is faithful to His promise. 

 

   Consider the following questions: 

   What has culture lost today according to the author of Shepherding? 

   “any semblance of submission to authority” 

 

   What is essential for a parent to teach and train a child properly? 

   consistency 

 

   Do most children readily comply when faced with discipline? 

   No. 

 

   Is a child’s disobedience finally a matter between the child and the parent? 

   No.  It is between the child and God.  Hence, the importance of properly applying 

  and pursuing discipline.  If a child refuses to submit to the authority of a parent, he 

  will likewise rebel against God’s authority.  If a child cannot come to terms with the 

   authority of a parent, he will struggle with authority in church, on the job, etc. 

 

  D. How does a Christian parent communicate a lack of respect for God-given authority to a 

child? 

   Through his own rebellious attitudes and acts.  This rebellion can be manifested 

toward any authority figure, including his boss, police officers, etc.  One of the 

clearest examples that Christian parents can set before their child involves their 

attitude toward their church and the pastoral staff.  Few would argue that the pastor 

and other leaders of the church are in God-ordained positions of authority.  

Therefore, direct rebellion or disrespect toward these men by parents sends a clear 
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message to the children that God-ordained authority is no big deal.  A parent’s 

neglect of the Visible Church translates to the mind of a child that the church and 

hence God can be ignored or tossed aside. 

 

  E. In Proverbs 4:25-26, we read, 

    ñLet your eyes look directly ahead, and let your gaze be fixed straight in front of you.  

Watch the path of your feet, and all your ways will be established.ò 

   What are the practical ramifications of this passage in regard to good parenting? 

Children need to be taught who they are and what they were created for.  It is in this 

God-given identity that children find proper and worthwhile purpose in life.  A child 

ought to have some sense of direction in life when he leaves home.  That does not 

mean that he/she will necessarily know what career to choose, etc., but rather that he 

knows what the goal of life is and what sort of person he wants to be.  Most kids 

today make decisions in life based on what culture values.  They want to go to a good 

college so they can get a good job.  Good jobs pay well and society respects people 

who have money.  This, of course, is the wrong way for a child to approach education 

and vocation.  He/she ought to want to learn and work in a manner that glorifies 

God. Our children’s motivation and purpose in doing the things they do, attending 

college, etc. is just as important as what they choose to do. 

A young Christian facing major life decisions should already know what sort of 

Godly man or woman he/she intends to marry, what sort of marriage and family 

he/she will have, and what place church will have in his life.  Young Christian adults 

should also have a vital and living faith grounded upon the clear teaching of 

Scripture, which will enable him/her to weather the storms and setbacks of life.  This 

is what Proverbs 4:25-26 is saying.  Those who don’t know where they are going 

probably won’t like where they end up. 

 

  F. Can a church help in the difficult task of parenting? 

   Yes.  Indeed, they must help.  That does not mean that the church is primarily 

charged with the responsibility to teach covenant children the faith.  God charges 

parents first and foremost with the responsibility to raise and teach their children 

properly.  The church does have an important support role and should seek ways to 

aid and assist Godly parents in raising Godly children.  If the parents expect the 

lion’s share of proper training to come from the church, they are neglecting their 

God-given charge.  The parents’ responsibility to teach their children is primary.  

Christian schools, the church, etc. have only secondary responsibility. 

 

  G. What role do grandparents have in seeing that their grandchildren are properly nurtured 

and trained in the faith? 

   Their responsibility follows the parent’s primary responsibility.  However, in a day in 

which families are typically scattered across the map, this is a difficult task to carry 

out.  That does not relieve grandparents of their responsibility; it only makes it more 

difficult for them.  Further, it is also true that many families do not recognize the 

proper role of grandparents and extended family in rearing children today.  Hence, it 

can be a touchy subject in application.  God promises wisdom to those who ask for it 

in faith, and with the right attitude and diligent effort, grandparents can establish a 

close, even intimate relationship with grandchildren, allowing ample opportunity to 

be a positive influence on their lives.  The fact that a task is difficult does not relieve 
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believers of their responsibility to perform it.  Few would argue that children’s lives 

would be enriched immeasurably by loving, caring, and Godly grandparents being 

intimately involved in the lives of their grandchildren.  Finally, grandparents can 

always pray daily for their grandchildren regardless of circumstances.   
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GLEANINGS FROM THE BOOK OF WISDOM LEADER’S GUIDE 

 

  LESSON 5 

   

 I. Read Proverbs 5 

 

  A. The first 20 verses of Chapter 5 of Proverbs deal with the danger of promiscuity, 

particularly adultery.  The context is that of advice being given to a young man by his 

father regarding the temptation to engage in destructive adulterous behavior.  The fact that 

Scripture deals with sexual temptation so explicitly and matter of factly means that the 

believer ought to deal with it honestly.  God has created men and women as physical 

creatures with physical needs.  In a general way, the sexual appetite is similar to thirst or 

hunger.  Author John White identifies a physical need cycle as having four stages: 

 

1. Restlessness such as the mild desire to drink or to breathe deeply. 

2. Agitation or the intense thirst or feeling of suffocation. 

3. Alleviation or drinking/breathing deeply. 

4. Relaxation and Relief or the loss of desire to drink or to breathe deeply. 

 

   The four steps in the need cycle outlined above cite the physical need to breathe or drink 

water to illustrate each stage.  White calls this physical cycle a drive or urge.  Regarding 

the sex drive, if there were no such thing, it would be unlikely that the peril of adultery 

would be presented so frankly in Proverbs 5.  Nevertheless, it would be wrong to infer that 

sexual urges are analogous to other physical urges in an absolute sense.  While all physical 

urges are comparable, the sexual urge in people also involves the soul, especially the 

emotions.  Further, there is an additional related aspect to the sexual urge, because sex is 

connected to God’s command to “Be fruitful and multiply, fill the earth and subdue it” 

(NKJ).   Sin enters the picture when man attempts to meet legitimate, God-given needs in 

illegitimate ways.  In regard to sexual sin, it comes to fruition as men seek to be 

autonomous from God in determining when, how, and with whom their sexual urge will 

be alleviated or satisfied. 

   Returning to Chapter 5 of Proverbs, the particular Hebrew word used for adulteress is 

zuwr, which can be interpreted as a foreigner, stranger, a profane woman, and has the 

implication that the woman is turning aside the young man from where he ought to be.  

For this reason, it might be argued that the admonition to the young man is to avoid any 

forbidden or promiscuous relationship with any woman.  Further, young men are 

instructed not to allow themselves to be “turned aside” by any person who might attempt 

to seduce them.  With this in mind, the application is much broader than adultery only, and 

would include any sexual sin.  

   Consider the following questions for discussion: 

1. What are some trends in our culture today that make sexual temptation so prevalent? 

The media and advertisers literally peddle flesh as a means to get our attention.  

It is virtually impossible today to avoid images and pictures that are intended to 

titillate and seduce people. 
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2. What are some of the philosophic underpinnings supporting and facilitating sexual 

promiscuity today? 

Relativism is an obvious answer.  If there is no such thing as a moral absolute, no 

one can say that one form of behavior is any better than another.  Naturalism 

and Darwinian evolution are also important influences.  Men and women are 

viewed as physical beings only with no real value beyond their bodies.  

Therefore, why not do all that you can to enhance and exploit the bodies of 

others, especially young men and women, perhaps even children? 

 

3. What are some specific issues that the sexual confusion and moral chaos of our 

culture have created?  (hint: think of recent court rulings) 

The homosexual marriage issue is an obvious choice.  Each instance of a federal 

court overruling the desires of the people of a state regarding the practice of 

sodomy, pornography, etc. is the result of an autocratic body (the courts) 

arbitrarily deciding what is right or wrong and imposing its view on the rest of 

society.  This would not be possible if our culture retained a moral consensus.  

The absence of a moral consensus creates a moral vacuum, and the courts have 

stepped into this vacuum. 

 

4. Is sexual license and promiscuity more acceptable today than it was 30 or 40 years 

ago and, if so, why? 

You only have to look at television shows and movies from the 50’s, 60’s, 70’s, 

80’s, 90’s, and the last few years to see the obvious changes.  It seems clear that 

we have been on a slippery slope morally.  What shocks or outrages people can 

be changed slowly and by increments.  The more we see something that formerly 

shocked us, the less shocking or embarrassing it becomes. We will put up with 

almost anything today. 

 

  B. The particular sin of adultery is prohibited in the Old Testament scriptures.  In Leviticus 

20:10, “If there is a man who commits adultery with another man’s wife, or who commits 

adultery with his friend’s wife, the adulterer or the adulteress shall surely be put to death” 

(NAS).  The Hebrew (root) word for adultery here is naôaph, which can mean to 

apostatize or to break wedlock.  In this context of Leviticus 20, it clearly refers to “one 

who breaketh wedlock” (the Hebrew-Greek Key Study Bible).    So adultery in the strictest 

sense refers to sexual intercourse while one or both parties is married.  The severity of the 

punishment called for is an indication of the destructive consequences adultery can have 

on individuals, marriages, families, communities, and society at large.  It ought to be 

recognized that “the wages of (all) sin is death” (Romans 6:23).  Therefore, all sin is 

worthy of death or God’s most severe judgment.  In the instance of adultery, not only has 

God’s law been broken, but destructive consequences affecting untold others often occur.  

Hence, God’s commandment is reinforced with a severe punishment when the 

commandment is broken. The law and punishment described in Leviticus 20:10 was a civil 

law particularly applicable to the theocratic nation of Israel.  The moral basis of the law 

continues today.  “You shall not commit adultery” (Exodus 20:14).  The civil injunction 

declared in Leviticus 20:10 expired with the dissolution of the Israelite theocracy.   
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    Do you believe that adultery is a more serious sin than sexual relations between an 

unmarried man and woman? 

   Yes, in terms of God’s prescribed punishment, adultery is the more serious sin.  

Professor Harold O.J. Brown writes,  

 

   “Adultery means that at least one partner in the illicit relationship must be 

married.  Fornication (usually designated in Scripture as harlotry) does not 

regularly carry the death penalty; a prompt wedding is sometimes the 

alternative.” (Chronicles, October 2003). 

 

   That does not mean that fornication is not a sin, but it does indicate that certain sins 

are inherently more destructive than others.  Adultery carries more destructive 

consequences to more people than premarital sex.   

 

  C. Read Matthew 5:27-28 and discuss. 

   Clearly, the sin of adultery begins in the heart and soul of man before it is manifest in 

the physical act.  This means that even mental or emotional unfaithfulness is a sin 

meriting the judgment of God. 

 

   What are the implications of Matthew 5:27-28 for personal relationships? 

   First of all, no man should see himself as morally superior to others just because he 

has not followed through with the physical act of adultery.  The human propensity 

for sin (even adultery) is universal, and few indeed there are that have not committed 

mental and emotional adultery by lusting after another or wanting another’s 

husband or wife. 

   Secondly, because adultery is a sin that can be committed in one’s mind and 

emotions, particular care ought to be taken to avoid circumstances which present 

this sort of temptation.  Where temptation can overwhelm, Scripture instructs us to 

“flee.” 

   Thirdly, couples should be proactive and creative in their marriage in order to avoid 

becoming vulnerable to the sin of adultery.  This means learning to meet one 

another’s needs, stoking the fires of romance, and learning to love our husband/wife 

more than ourselves.  A positive and supportive church can be vital in keeping 

marriages healthy, especially when marriage is held up as a lifetime commitment 

that ought to be honored and kept even when faced with great difficulties. 

 

  D. Are fornication and adultery the same thing? 

   Adultery involves fornication, but fornication does not necessarily involve adultery. 

 

  E.  Is homosexuality more serious than heterosexual sin? 

   In one regard, sexual sin is sexual sin.  It is all potentially destructive.  However, the 

sin of homosexuality is especially destructive in its effect on society at large and on 

those given over to a homosexual lifestyle.  Homosexuality is inherently an anti-

family sin (regardless of what any court may say).  It also carries a heavy emotional 

and physical toll.  The suicide rate of homosexuals is high, and they are susceptible to 

a variety of sexually transmitted diseases, some of which are fatal. 
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  F. Are adultery, fornication, or homosexuality forgivable sins?  If so, how should one begin 

to obtain forgiveness? 

   All sins are forgivable sins!  The only exception to this is blasphemy against the Holy 

Spirit, which ipso facto (a Christian’s body is the temple of the Holy Spirit) cannot be 

committed by a Christian.  The place to begin is to forsake the sin immediately, 

accept personal responsibility for your sin, and confess your sin to God.  John writes, 

“If we confess our sins, He is faithful and just to forgive us our sins and to cleanse us 

from all unrighteousness” (I John 1:9).  It is then necessary to ask yourself what 

attitudes or activities made you vulnerable to the temptation in the first place and be 

willing to make necessary changes.  Men given over to pornography must stay away 

from it.  It is a time bomb.  Women prone to compare their husbands to other men, 

coveting other women’s husbands, must learn to thank God for the husband God has 

given them.  Young folks running with a crowd in which promiscuity is an accepted 

fact must find new friends.  (“The companion of fools will suffer harm.”)  Whatever 

it takes to avoid any temptation that you have trouble resisting must be done. 

 

   No priest is necessary for absolution, only the High Priest and Savior, Jesus Christ.  

God has “delivered us from the power of darkness and conveyed us into the kingdom 

of the Son of His love, in whom we have redemption through His blood, the 

forgiveness of sins” (Col. 1:13-14, NKJ).  Christians who have succumbed to the siren 

voice of sexual temptation can receive absolute cleansing and restoration upon 

repentance and confession to God.  “I acknowledged my sin unto thee…” (that is, to 

God) (Psalm 32:5) Because of the potential to hurt innocent parties and feed the 

gossip mill, care and prudence should be exercised in seeking counsel from others or 

in making public statements about such sin.  “For it is a shame even to speak of those 

things which are done of them in secret” (Eph. 5:12). 
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GLEANINGS FROM THE BOOK OF WISDOM LEADER’S GUIDE 

 

  LESSON 6 

   

 I. Read Proverbs 6:1-19 

 

  A.  In verses 1-5 counsel is offered against becoming a “surety for your neighbor” (NAS).  

What does this mean? 

   Perhaps the best interpretation for contemporary application would be becoming 

what we refer to as a co-signer for someone’s loan. 

 

   Is the warning against becoming a “surety for your neighbor” an absolute prohibition? 

   No, it is a prudent and practical principle that ought to be heeded.  The point is that 

it is risky to assume responsibility for another’s debts.  There may be times when one 

decides to co-sign for someone else, but the risks ought to be assessed first, before a 

decision is made.  Three general principles (questions to ask yourself) are helpful to 

follow if you are inclined to co-sign for someone in spite of the risks.  They are: 

1. Can you afford to pay off the loan for which you co-signed if there is a default? 

2. Can you afford to assume the loan payments if necessary? 

3. Would you be able to swallow the loss emotionally and spiritually?  In other 

words, if there was a default requiring you to pay the debt, would you become 

embittered and angry, or could you forgive and forget the offense? 

 

A similar circumstance requiring the same kinds of questions involves loaning money to 

others. Some would advise never to loan money to others, especially to friends.  Are there 

circumstances when a loan to a friend is okay? 

There is nothing wrong with someone having a personal policy never to loan money 

to others.  However, there may be times when others want to help a friend or family 

member in this way.  The same questions ought to be asked that were suggested 

above regarding co-signing.  A quick answer is that if you couldn’t view a loan that 

you made to someone that failed to repay it as an outright gift, thus relieving you of 

anger and stress, you ought not to make the loan.   

 

  B.  In verses 6-11, the ant is used as an illustration of the way men ought to live.  What is the 

point? 

   Ants are not lazy.  They are industrious, producing an amazing output of labor given 

their small size.  Consider their capacity to lift many times their weight, their 

ceaseless activity, their efficient teamwork, and their purpose-driven existence.  All of 

these serve as an example to all men, especially those who are lazy and unproductive. 

 

  C.  In verses 12-15, we read of a worthless man or a wicked man.  The picture is one of a man 

who is deceitful, duplicitous, and a troublemaker.  What will be his end? 

   “Therefore his calamity will come suddenly; Instantly he will be broken, and there 

will be no healing.” 

 

  D.  In verses 16-19, some things are listed which “the Lord hates” and which are “an 

abomination to Him.”  Aren’t all sins the same to God?  (Matthew 11:20-24) 

   No, they are not.  Some sins are more heinous than others because of their particular 

nature and the destructive consequences they bring upon others.  Further, the 
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culpability of the sinner and his responsibility differ according to his knowledge and 

premeditation of the sin he commits.  In the reference to Chorazim and Bethsaida, it 

is clear that they deserved a worse judgment than Tyre and Sidon because they knew 

more about God and His commandments. 

 

   List the seven things the Lord especially hates. 

1. haughty eyes 

2. a lying tongue 

3. hands that shed innocent blood 

4. a heart that devises wicked plans 

5. feet that run rapidly to evil 

6. a false witness who utters lies 

7. one who spreads strife among brothers 

 

  E. What are haughty eyes?  (Luke 18:9-14; Romans 12:3) 

    This is pride.  It is looking at oneself in comparison to others and seeing yourself as 

superior.  In particular, given the context of the two scripture references given, it is 

seeing yourself as morally and spiritually superior to others.  For example, others are 

sinful but you are not – at least not as bad as your neighbors. 

 

  F. What is a lying tongue?  (John 8:44; 1 John 1:10; 1 John 2:4) 

   Of course it is obvious that one possessing a “lying tongue” is one who does not tell 

the truth.  In the context of the three Scripture references given, a “lying tongue” is 

the work of the devil and marks the liar as belonging to the devil.  It is the tendency 

to lie to ourselves and God about our own sin, and it is the tendency to lie to the 

world about whether or not we really know God.  In other words, it is to make a false 

profession of faith.  In each instance, the reference is not to silly white lies or 

exaggerations but to lying about things that really matter. 

 

  G.  What are “hands that shed innocent blood”? 

    The first instance in Scripture of a murderer is Cain killing his brother Abel, who 

had done nothing to warrant his murder.  This is the essence of “hands that shed 

innocent blood,” in which a man, filled with jealousy and resentment toward 

another, covets what he has enough to commit murder.  Another example from 

Scripture is David’s conspiracy to kill Uriah.  It is important to remember that David 

was “a man after God’s own heart,” so if he was capable of murder, so all men are.  

In a contemporary context, the reference to “hands that shed innocent blood” would 

apply to those exploiting women in crisis pregnancies by providing them with and 

encouraging them to get an abortion.  Also equally guilty are the lawmakers, judges, 

bureaucrats, and administrators of our government who could stop abortion but 

don’t.  Certainly the mother and father seeking to abort a child are guilty as well.  

But once again, recall David’s sin and the relief of his forgiveness: 

     

    “I acknowledged my sin to Thee (God), and my iniquity I did not hide;  

    I said, ‘I will confess my transgressions to the Lord’ and Thou didst forgive 

    the guilt of my sin. 

 

   A final example would be terrorists of our day who deliberately target innocent, 

helpless people with bombs, etc. 
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  H. What is “a heart that devises wicked plans”? 

   This is a person who premeditates his sin.  His sin is not a reaction or a momentary 

lapse in judgment, but is the consequence of long hours of planning and coveting, 

conspiracy, and skullduggery.  It is a person who knows he is doing evil and gleefully 

puts his whole being into committing his particular sin.  Implied in this sort of sin, 

may also be the idea of premeditatedly doing harm or causing injury to innocent 

parties. 

 

  I. What are “feet that run rapidly to evil”? 

   There are those folks who seem to occasionally stumble into sin, realize what they are 

doing, and then turn away from their error.  Then there are those folks who seem to 

relish sin and who do all that they can to pursue wickedness with little or no remorse.  

"Feet that run rapidly to evil" describes the latter instance.  These are not folks who 

merely have a knack for making bad choices.  These are people who really love to do 

evil; they love their sin and are shameless about it. 

 

  J.  What is a “false witness who utters lies”? 

   This could be a reiteration of “a lying tongue” mentioned earlier.  If it is, it means 

that those who lie habitually about substantive matters are in an especially 

precarious position before God.  It could also be that this is a specific reference to the 

sins of perjury, slander, and libel - those who lie and repeat lies for the purpose of 

deliberately hurting others. This is the most likely interpretation.  Gossips and 

talebearers are cousins to the false witness. 

 

  K. Who is “one who spreads strife among brothers”? 

   The correct application is most certainly those who seek to divide and disrupt the 

fellowship of a church.  Biblical churches rarely split unless someone or some group 

of people is deliberately attempting to divide the church.  For many folks, it is 

incomprehensible how or why someone would do this.  It is important to remember 

that Satan has sown tares amongst the wheat for just this purpose.  Some folks 

associated with a disruptive and divisive faction may only be dupes—useful idiots (as 

Lenin called liberals) — but the divisiveness is just as devastating regardless of who 

or why one is “spreading strife.”   

   Some things to remember are that Satan wants to destroy the Church of Christ.  He 

can attempt to do this from the outside, but these sorts of attacks are not so hard to 

identify and defend against.  Satan’s most effective attack is from the inside of a 

church.  If he can involve leaders of the church, he can do great damage.  It should 

always be remembered when dealing with divisiveness in church that this involves 

sin which God particularly hates and abhors.  Thus, it is especially important to 

avoid participating in any action, conversation, or behavior that will result in 

spreading strife among brothers.   

   Occasionally, one may find himself embracing a negative attitude or critical spirit 

toward the church.  In such an instance, the Seven Question Checklist may help. 
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SEVEN QUESTION CHECKLIST 

 

Anyone finding himself in the position of attacking the church, its leaders or its ministries 

ought to pause and ask himself/herself some questions: 

1. Is my concern or complaint directed toward doctrine or theology?   If it is, the complaint may 

be legitimate, assuming it has a sound and explicit biblical justification.  For example, a 

church is denying the fundamentals of the faith or refusing to speak unequivocally about sin 

or is watering down the gospel of Christ.  These are legitimate doctrinal concerns. 

 

   I am amazed that you are so quickly deserting Him who called you by the grace of 

Christ, for a different gospel; which is really not disturbing you, and want to distort the 

gospel of Christ.  But even though we, or an angel from heaven, should preach to you a 

gospel contrary to that which we have preached to you, let him be accursed. 

              Galatians 1:6-9 

 

2.  Is my concern or complaint personality driven?  Is your complaint the consequence of 

disliking another’s personality or the result of some sort of a personal conflict?  If it is, it is 

important to remember that the church’s well-being is infinitely more important than your 

likes or dislikes or your emotional vindication. 

 

The beginning of strife is like letting out water, 

So abandon the quarrel before it breaks out. 

     Proverbs 17:14 

 

3. Is my concern or complaint more about my ego than anything of substance?  Are you angry 

that you aren’t appreciated?  Do you feel you deserve more credit than you’ve been given?  

Do you feel you are rejected by a particular social group in the church?  These are all sinful 

complaints and concerns and ought to be abandoned rather than nurtured and fed. 

 

   Have this attitude in yourselves which was also in Christ Jesus, who, although He 

existed in the form of God, did not regard equality with God a thing to be grasped, but 

emptied Himself, taking the form of a bond-servant and being made in the likeness of 

men.  And being found in appearance as a man, He humbled Himself by becoming 

obedient to the point of death, even death on a cross.   

        Philippians 2:5-8 

 

4. Am I expecting the church, its ministries, or its leaders to be perfect?  Disappointment in our 

unmet expectations is one of the biggest reasons we become disaffected with our church. 

 

   Brethren, do not be children in your thinking; yet in evil be babes, but in your thinking 

be mature. 

        1 Corinthians 14:20 

 

5. Am I complaining about means and methods rather than ends and goals?  If so, you need to 

remember that there are a variety of ways to do church.  The methodology adopted is not as 

important as what the church is trying to accomplish.  Becoming too attached to means or 

the various ways of doing church has caused more than one church split. 
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   But to what shall I compare this generation?  It is like children sitting in the market 

places, who call out to the other children, and say, ‘We played the flute for you, and you 

did not dance; we sang a dirge, and you did not mourn.’  “For John came neither 

eating nor drinking, and they say, ‘He has a demon!’  “The Son of Man came eating 

and drinking, and they say, ‘Behold, a gluttonous man and a drunkard, a friend of tax-

gatherers and sinners!’  Yet wisdom is vindicated by her deeds.” 

        Matthew 11:16-19 

 

6. Have I been recruited by someone who is harboring an offense against the church?     Have 

you taken up another’s offense?  If so, your complicity in the quarrel ought to be 

abandoned and those actually offended ought to deal with the problem.  The Scripture does 

not warrant a person taking up someone else’s offense. 

 

Do not associate with a man given to anger; 

Or go with a hot-tempered man, 

Let you learn his ways, 

And find a snare for yourself. 

     Proverbs 22:24-25 

 

Like one who takes a dog by the ears 

Is he who passes by and meddles with strife not belonging to him. 

Proverbs 26:17 

 

7. Have I found myself party to a faction in the church that may be seeking to control the 

church’s agenda, run off the preacher or another leader, or which is involved in some sort of 

power struggle?   If so, disassociate yourself as quickly as possible. 

 

   Then all the congregation lifted up their voices and cried, and the people wept that 

night.  And all the sons of Israel grumbled against Moses and Aaron; and the whole 

congregation said to them, “Would that we had died in the land of Egypt!  Or would 

that we had died in this wilderness!  “And why is the Lord bringing us into this land, to 

fall by the sword?  Our wives and our little ones will become plunder; would it not be 

better for us to return to Egypt?”  So they said to one another, “Let us appoint a leader 

and return to Egypt.” 

        Numbers 14:1-4 
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GLEANINGS FROM THE BOOK OF WISDOM  LEADER’S GUIDE 

 

      LESSON 7 

 
I. Read Proverbs 12:1 

 

 A. We live in a day in which the idea that someone has the authority to discipline us for personal or 

moral indiscretion is repugnant.  Most Christians find the notion that their church has spiritual 

authority to discipline them for personal or lifestyle choices provocative, to say the least.  Even 

the principle that God disciplines His children is seldom taught or embraced in the Church today.  

Read Hebrews 12:4-13 and explain what it teaches us. 

  Discipline from God is proof that we are His children.  It is for our good.  It produces 

holiness in our lives.  It is part of the training in righteousness that God provides.  It 

ultimately produces healing. 

 

  Why do you suppose so many reject the fact that God disciplines His children? 

  Some are simply untaught and ignorant.  Some have no idea of the holiness of God and 

therefore cannot fathom the standard upon which God’s discipline is based.  Some perceive 

discipline as punishment or as an entirely negative thing, not grasping that God’s discipline 

is actually positive, especially in terms of the fruit it produces in our lives.  Some are 

stubbornly holding on to some sin, hence the possibility of discipline is a fearful thing to 

them.   

 

 B. What is the biblical basis for the application of discipline within the church?  Read Matthew 

16:13-19. 

  In verse 19 the primary truth regarding the church’s responsibility and authority to 

discipline in spiritual matters is found.  The metaphor of “the keys to the kingdom of 

heaven” is powerful in this regard.  The “keys” are given to the visible church.   

 

  What do you think is meant in verse 18 when Christ proclaims Peter as “the rock”…upon 

which… “I will build My Church?” 

  The following is a comprehensive answer given in the commentary to verse 18 found in the 

New Geneva Study Bible: 

 

  The name “Peter” is a play on the Greek word for “rock” (petra).  There 

are four leading interpretations of this play on words: (a) Peter’s confession 

that Jesus is “the Christ” (v16) is the rock upon which the church is built; (b) 

Jesus Himself is the rock, as Peter later testifies (1 Peter 2:5-8); (c) Peter, as 

the representative apostle, is a foundation in the church (Eph. 2:20); (d) Peter 

represents by his confession the type of person on which the true church will be 

built. 

  The first and second possibilities are often defended by pointing out that 

Peter’s name is petros and the rock is petra.  But this linguistic difference is 

not significant for this context.  The second possibility is unlikely because 

Jesus describes Himself in this passage as not the foundation but the builder of 

the church. 

  If it had not been for the abuse of this passage by the Roman Catholic 

Church, it is unlikely that any doubt would have arisen that the reference is to 
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Peter.  But the foundational rock is Peter as a representative apostle (v15 note) 

whose confession of Christ has been revealed to him by the Father.  As Peter 

himself later declares (1 Peter 2:4-8), all believers have become “living stones” 

by virtue of their association with Christ, with the apostles as the foundation 

(Eph. 2:20, 21; Rev. 21:14).  When Peter says that Jesus must not go to the 

cross, he is not called a foundation rock, but a stumbling stone (v23 and text 

note). 

 

 C. Why do you suppose Proverbs 12:1a states that “whoever loves discipline loves knowledge?”  

Doesn’t Hebrews 12 explain that God’s discipline may be painful?  Why would it be expected 

that someone might love pain? 

  It is simply a means of explaining that those who come to understand the purpose of God’s 

discipline will recognize its benefit.  Through God’s discipline, we mature and grow in the 

knowledge of God and our relationship to Christ. 

 

 D. How is discipline to be applied within the church?  (Hint: with respect to the proper attitude and 

spirit; Galatians 6:1-4) 

  With utter humility and genuine love and concern for the one who has stumbled into sin, 

recognizing that it is only the grace of God that spares anyone from sin. 

 

What steps ought discipline within the church follow?  (Matthew 18:15-20) 

1. private admonition –  

 (and then if he persists in the sin) 

2. admonition with one or two more brothers –  

 (and then if he persists in the sin) 

3. bring it to the attention of an Elder of the church so that they can continue the process.   

One way to understand the process is that discipline should be pursued at the lowest level 

and with the fewest folks possible.  In other words, involving people that are not truly 

involved in the resolution will be counter-productive. 

The steps of discipline from this point are: 

(1) admonishment (and then if he persists in the sin) 

(2) suspension from the sacraments (and then if he persists in the sin) 

(3) excommunication 

 

  Note for teachers: The steps above are bothersome to some.  Reinforce the idea 

that if the first two steps are handled biblically, it should be a rarity that the 

church has to be brought into the process at all.   Also reinforce the idea that 

discipline is to be applied “as a tender and loving mother might apply it.”  In other 

words, with compassion and wisdom rather than arrogance or with a rigid 

application of the letter of the law. 

 

 E. What is the goal of discipline within the church? 

  Restoration and recovery of a brother who has stumbled into sin and maintenance of the 

purity of the church. 
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 F. Does the Scripture give a specific example of the church practicing discipline?  (1 Corinthians 

5:1-8) 

  In this example, excommunication was instructed by the Apostle Paul.  Note that the 

objective was still “that his spirit may be saved in the day of the Lord Jesus.”  In other 

words, it was intended to restore him to fellowship. 

 

  Is there evidence of the man disciplined in Corinth repenting?  (II Corinthians 2:5-11)  

  Many believe that Paul is encouraging the congregation to receive the man disciplined in 1 

Corinthians 5 back into fellowship.  It is possible that Paul is speaking of two different 

individuals, though.  

 

 G. What are some general principles that believers ought to keep in mind when faced with another 

person’s sin and considering whether or not discipline ought to be applied? 

1. If it is not important enough to you to go through the biblical steps of Matthew 18, that 

is, personally and privately confronting the person, you probably ought to forget it.  

Certainly it should not become fodder for the gossip mill. 

2. Make sure you are not projecting some personal convictions on others which really fall 

in the area of Christian liberty.  There may be things you believe are wrong for you, but 

they may not be wrong for others.  Examples are attending movies, drinking alcohol, 

using tobacco, playing cards, etc. 

3. Discipline issues are generally better served and restoration is easier the fewer people 

that are aware of the sin.  Further, discipline ought to be handled at the lowest level 

possible.  (Refer to steps given in question D)  There are certain sins that have already 

become notorious, therefore making dealing with them privately impossible. 

4. While time may be of the essence in some instances, most often these things should not 

be rushed with ultimatums given, etc. 

 

 Note to teachers:  Please read or otherwise share the points above with your class. 

 

 H. Discuss and consider the following: 

1. How has the hyperindividualism of our culture made the practice of discipline in the church 

more difficult?  

 People believe their personal lives and the moral choices they make are their business 

alone and affect only them.  There is a failure to appreciate the interconnectedness of 

our lives. 

 

2. Does the tendency of our modern culture to classify some sins as illness or disease make the 

consistent practice of discipline within the church more difficult?  Give an example. 

 Yes.  Drunkenness becomes alcoholism; homosexuality is genetically determined rather 

than an immoral choice. 

 

3. Does the church have a stake in the success of the marriages within a congregation? 

 If our marriages don’t succeed, we can’t expect the world to listen to much else that we 

have to say.  Also, a divorce within a covenant community necessarily affects all the 

members of that community. 
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GLEANINGS FROM THE BOOK OF WISDOM  LEADER’S GUIDE 

 

      LESSON 8 

 
I. Relationships Matter – Proverbs 13:20 

 

 A. There are many different kinds of relationships.  For example, there are relationships of 

proximity, referring to relationships resulting from necessary associations and proximity.  These 

include instances like co-workers and neighbors.  We find ourselves in close association with 

others that we may or may not have chosen to spend time with if left to our own discretion.  

These may be good relationships, bad relationships, or indifferent relationships.  The quality of 

these sorts of relationships usually depends on other factors such as how much we have in 

common with them. 

  There are also family relationships which are especially important emotionally and spiritually.  In 

other words, in God’s providence He has ordained our families as a relational context in which 

we nurture, support, and care for one another covenantally.  It is in the family that the whole 

counsel of God’s Word is most easily taught and caught.  Our families involve us in the most 

important relationships we can have in this life.  If you doubt this, spend some time listening to a 

middle-aged man or woman speak of the devastation of being rejected by a father or mother when 

he/she was a child. 

  Finally, there is a whole category of relationships that we might call friendships.  While it is true 

that friendships can and often do overlap with the two kinds of relationships described above, 

friendships are important enough to consider at length.  Scripture has much to say about all kinds 

of relationships, but especially friendships. 

  There are at least three levels of friendship in our lives: 

  The first is acquaintance. 

  The second is simply a friend. 

  The third is an intimate friend. 

  The level of the acquaintance includes especially relationships of proximity but may involve 

other instances in which we come to know who someone is, but not much more than this.  It is 

difficult to assess the character of an acquaintance except by reputation or by what we see him 

do.  All men have a number of acquaintances. 

  The level called a friend involves more.  The relationship begins as an acquaintance, but because 

of various factors, it progresses to the next level.  The person we call a friend will be someone we 

like, have things in common with, and trust to some degree. 

  The deepest level of friendship is an intimate friend.  This is an important relationship that should 

never be entered into lightly or casually.  It carries a degree of accountability and responsibility 

that far exceeds the level of acquaintance or that of a mere friend.  This level of friendship ought 

to be pursued purposefully and diligently.  It may be a great blessing and result in our spiritual 

edification and strengthening or, if developed with the wrong person, could contribute to 

stumbling into sin.   

  With the above in mind, what does Proverbs 13:20 say about relationships? 

  It clearly says that those who associate with or befriend a wise man will become wise as 

well.  Those who associate with or befriend “fools will suffer harm.” 
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  Give an example of how a relationship with a wise man might make one wise. 

  Those that we are with for extended periods of time tend to rub off on us.  A wise man 

teaches us about living wisely.  He also sets a high standard for us to aspire to.  He serves as 

a role model for us.  He may even offer advice and counsel that will benefit us.   

 

  Give an example of how a relationship with a fool might cause us to suffer harm. 

  Suppose a young teen-aged boy begins to hang out with other foolish teen-aged boys.  They 

go out each weekend, disregarding the instruction of their parents, because only “a wise son 

accepts his father’s discipline” (Proverbs 13:1).  They soon find themselves in trouble.  The 

young teenaged boy is in trouble as well, because he has done something that in all 

probability he would not have done if he were alone—certainly not if he were hanging out 

with boys who submitted to the discipline and instruction of their fathers. 

 

  The same sort of example applies to adults as well.  A young married woman goes out 

periodically with other young married women to a club for a girl’s night out.  Some innocent 

dancing with strange men, drinking too much alcohol, and all of the sudden she is faced 

with choices and temptations that she ought to have avoided. Her companions foolishly put 

themselves in the way of temptation.  Once again—the companion of fools suffers harm! 

 

  What sort of relationships ought Christians to pursue? 

  As explained in the initial commentary, many relationships are simply facts of life.  They 

occur because we are social creatures living side-by-side with others.  What Christians 

ought to recognize is that intimacy is a level of friendship to be guarded.  Christians also 

ought to exercise discernment so that they keep certain acquaintances at a distance while 

actively pursuing friendship with some others.  Most friendships Christians pursue ought to 

be with other Christians.  If for some reason we are involved in a close friendship with an 

unbeliever, we must be aware that, in the most fundamental and important questions of life, 

we seldom agree with our unbelieving friends.  Intimate friendships (as opposed to 

friendships in general) should only be with other Christians—no exceptions. 

 

 B. Read II Corinthians 6:14-18 and consider how it speaks to the question of who we ought to form 

intimate friendships with. 

  It is clear that the worldview of the believer is different from that of an unbeliever.  

Questions involving the meaning and purpose of life, morality, values and priorities, and 

even the proper use of our resources (time talent, and treasure) will reveal dramatic 

differences between the believer and the unbeliever.  These differences will either create 

tension and conflict or cause the believer to compromise his deepest convictions.  Intimate 

friendships should only be formed between two who share the same world and life view.  

This is especially true when we are considering or selecting a husband or wife. 
 

 C. It has been said that Philippians 3:18-19 describes the type of people we should avoid close 

relationships with if at all possible.  What sort of person is described there? 

  These are enemies of the cross—“whose end is destruction”—those who reject Christ 

explicitly or implicitly.  Their final destination will be hell, but even in the temporal realm, 

they may bring destruction upon themselves and others.   

  “whose god is their appetite”—what is most important to them are their needs, felt or 

otherwise.  They serve their own selfish desires as they pursue their own appetites.  The 

appetite itself may not be sinful, but their indulgence or obsession with it will be.  In any 

event, they are not concerned primarily with what pleases God or with how they might hurt 

others while pursuing their desires. 
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  “whose glory is in their shame”—these are people who parade their sin around.  Things that 

ought to make them ashamed, or at least embarrassed, are viewed by them as a badge of 

honor.  Contemporary examples include serial adulterers, abortion activists, homosexual 

activists, drunkards, etc., etc.  You can get a more comprehensive list by watching most of 

the celebrity talk shows, as the lost and confused celebrities proclaim their moral confusion 

as though it were virtue. 

 

 D. Read Proverbs 22:24-25 and explain what instruction it offers. 

  We ought not to purposefully make a friendship with a man filled with anger.  The result 

when we associate with an angry man is that we eventually become angry as well.  We tend 

to take on his offense (real or perceived), and we become angry at those he is angry with.  

We may even react to his anger by becoming angry with him.  An angry man or an angry 

woman has let a root of bitterness grow within the soul and it begins to affect all subsequent 

relationships.  This is why our relationships with our parents are so very important.  A man 

or woman angry and embittered against his/her mother or father will eventually become 

angry at you as well.  They will have a difficult time maintaining close friendships with 

others, and their lives will usually be filled with conflicts. 
 

 E.  Read the following and discuss: 

  ñA man that hath friends must shew himself friendly”— Proverbs 18:24 (KJV). 

  It is a simple formula for making friends.  People tend to like friendly, considerate people.  

People don’t usually like to be around those who only want to talk about themselves or who 

are inconsiderate or overly demanding.  Friendliness usually carries its own reward—an 

abundance of friends! 

 

 F. Is there an application of Proverbs 13:20 in the selection of a church home? 

  “He who walks with wise men will be wise, but the companion of fools will suffer harm” 

(NAS).  Absolutely.  Consider Proverbs 1:7, “The fear of the Lord is the beginning of 

knowledge, but fools despise wisdom and instruction.” Proverbs 9:10 explains, “The fear of 

the Lord is the beginning of wisdom; and the knowledge of the holy is understanding” 

(KJV).  Now consider again that “He who walks with wise men will be wise, but the 

companion of fools will suffer harm” (NAS).  The church we call our home ought to be filled 

with men and women who love “wisdom and instruction” and “the knowledge of the holy.”  

This means that they must have a very high view of Scripture and spend a great deal of time 

attempting to understand and apply it to their lives consistently.  Churches in which the 

Bible is more or less rejected or in which it is largely ignored will eventually bring calamity 

and destruction upon its people.  The people of the apostate church will grope and stumble 

in darkness and those who do not hear the gospel will eventually end up in eternal darkness.  

The church home which we select will demonstrate a direct application of Proverbs 13:20. 
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GLEANINGS FROM THE BOOK OF WISDOM  LEADER’S GUIDE 

 

      LESSON 9 

 
I. The Wise Woman is a Home Builder – Proverbs 14:1 

 

 A. We live in a day in which there are very clear differences between those who believe what the 

Scripture says regarding how one should live his life and those who believe what the world 

(contemporary culture) says.  The contrast and competition between the two world and life views 

referred to above is fierce.  Women in particular find themselves torn between the two 

worldviews.  Sadly, many families become casualties in the spiritual and cultural war that rages 

today.  For this reason, it is important to understand what the Bible has to say about the proper 

perspective toward building a home.      

  In Proverbs 14:1, there are two kinds of women mentioned.  The first is “the wise woman.”  The 

second is “the foolish” woman.  So it is clear that some women are “wise” and some are 

“foolish.”  With respect to the wise woman, it is important to recall what Proverbs has taught us 

regarding the wise.  Read the following verses and explain what each of them tells us about a 

wise person.   

  Proverbs 1:5 

  Those who are wise desire to learn and gain a better understanding of truth. 

 

  Proverbs 2:6 

  Wisdom comes from the Word of God through knowledge and understanding. 

 

  Proverbs 1:7a 

  To be God-fearing is the beginning place for those who would acquire true knowledge. 

 

  Proverbs 9:10 

  Fear of God is the beginning of wisdom. 

 

  Proverbs 13:20 

  Those who choose wise companions will generally become wise themselves. 

 

  Proverbs 3:19 

  God’s wisdom is the foundation for the order we observe in creation; therefore, those who 

would understand creation and God’s purposes for creation must seek wisdom. 

 

  Now read these additional verses and explain what the Bible tells us about a foolish person. 

  Proverbs 1:7b 

  Fools despise wisdom and instruction. 

 

  Proverbs 1:22c 

  Fools hate true knowledge. 

 

  Proverbs 22:15 

  Foolishness is a consequence of our sin nature, but sound discipline and instruction will help 

mitigate the effects of the Fall on our lives. 
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  Psalm 14:1 

  The root cause of foolishness is to deny or reject God and subsequently to reject His Word. 

 

 B. In a world/culture with so many competing and conflicting ideas about good and bad, values, 

morality, etc., where can the Christian go for sound, profitable “information?”  Read Psalm 

119:41-48. 

  The whole counsel of God found in the Old and New Testaments.  

 

 C. Where can a man (or woman) of God turn for help in the correction of wrong ideas, identifying 

destructive behavior, and for the proper instruction in righteous living?  (2 Timothy 3:16-17) 

  The Scriptures of the Old and New Testaments.  The Word of God. 

    

 D. Read Romans 12:2 and explain what it tells us about the struggle in which we are engaged. 

  The world is not morally neutral.  At any given time, it is exerting extreme pressure on 

people to go along with its predominant ideas and values.  The Christian can combat this 

only if he renews his mind with biblical truth.  This means that Christians must adopt a 

Christian worldview based upon godly, biblical presuppositions.  This is what it means to 

renew one’s mind. 

 

  All of the Scripture references and comments above serve to reiterate the need to recognize that 

what our culture tells us about how we ought to live may be simply wrong.  Adopting the ideas 

and values of the world may ultimately result in the destruction of the people and things that we 

love the most.  In particular, the culture of our day gives us bad information about the nature and 

composition of a family and about what constitutes success in life.  This brings us back to 

Proverbs 14:1.  List some priorities and goals that a wise woman ought to have for her family and 

home in our day.  Use the Scripture references as a guide, but feel free to add your own thoughts 

as well. 

1. 1 Peter 3:1  

A wise and godly woman respects God’s created order in terms of the functional 

hierarchy of authority in marriage and church.  

 

2. 1 Peter 3:2-4 

A wise and godly woman is chaste, discreet, and doesn’t allow herself to become overly 

concerned with clothing, jewelry, and the like.  This scripture doesn’t argue that 

Christian women should wear no makeup or jewelry at all, but rather that their 

moderation in these areas be obvious to all. 

 

3. Proverbs 31:10 

A wise and godly woman who is married makes it her goal to be an “excellent wife.”  

 

4. Proverbs 31:11-12 

A wise married woman is a woman who is trustworthy and seeks to support and 

encourage her husband.  

 

5. Proverbs 31:20 

A wise and godly woman is concerned about the poor or the welfare of others, not 

merely her own family.  
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6. Proverbs 31:25 

A wise and godly woman seeks to behave in a dignified manner, with a quiet but 

resolute strength in her convictions. 
 

7. Proverbs 31:26 

A wise and godly woman is kind and compassionate in her speech, and those around her 

are built up emotionally rather than torn down.   

 

8. Proverbs 31:27 

A wise and godly woman works hard to make her home the best she can; she is never 

lazy.  

 

9. Proverbs 31:30  

A wise and godly woman is a God-fearing woman.  

 

10. 2 Timothy 1:5 

A wise and godly woman is a woman of sincere faith who is able to share the gospel with 

her family and friends.  

 

11. 1 Timothy 2:9-10 

A wise and godly woman recognizes that true beauty can never be gained through 

external adornment, but only through the development of Christ-like character and the 

fruit of the Spirit. 

 

12. 1 Peter 4:9-11 

A wise and godly woman is hospitable.  Her home is open to others, and her utmost 

desire is to demonstrate “the manifold grace of God” through her stewardship of the 

gifts God has given her. 

  

  In Proverbs 14:1, we read, “The wise woman builds her home, but the foolish tears it down with 

her own hands.”   By developing the attributes and characteristics of a wise and godly woman and 

learning how to apply the precepts of the Word of God to her life, a Christian wife and mother 

will find that her home and family prospers.  If she fails to do this, her home and family will 

suffer destruction.  She does not necessarily have to deliberately destroy her marriage and family 

(though some foolish women will actually do that), but by virtue of the fact that she is living in a 

manner that contradicts God’s blueprint and instruction for her life, her home will be “torn 

down.”  This is why it is so very important for women to be involved in substantial bible study 

focusing not merely on feelings and experiences, but especially upon sound doctrine and 

theological truths.  Interest in theological study does not always come naturally to us.  We tend to 

look first to application.  The folly of this is that apart from knowing God and the Word of God, 

we have very little of substance to apply to our lives.  Paul wrote Timothy that “All Scripture is 

inspired by God and profitable for teaching” (NAS).  The Greek word for teaching is essentially 

the same as that for doctrine. Doctrine is teaching!  So those who avoid the study of sound 

doctrine are actually disregarding the pursuit of sound biblical teaching! Godly and wise women 

are well grounded in the faith. They have ample opportunities to share their faith with family and 

friends because they are well-respected.  Their presence in a family and a church is a blessing to 

all.  They are homebuilders, church builders, and builders of the Kingdom of God! 
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GLEANINGS FROM THE BOOK OF WISDOM  LEADER’S GUIDE 

 

      LESSON 10 

 

I. Does God Hear Your Prayers?½Proverbs 15:8, 29 

 
 A. Some years ago the President of the Southern Baptist Convention made headlines when he said 

that God doesn’t hear the prayer of a Jew.  This was interpreted by some as anti-Semitism and by 

others as just another example of the narrow-minded bigotry of Christian fundamentalism.  In a 

postmodern age, in American society with its embrace of pluralism, multiculturalism, 

subjectivism, and relativism, it is difficult to imagine a more provocative statement.  The notion 

that God would not hear the prayers of any sincere person, regardless of religious affiliation is 

offensive to the majority of people in America today.  The statement of the Baptist leader may 

have been imprudent, but within the framework of biblical Christianity, it was true.*  Therefore, 

it is helpful to consider why anyone might say that God doesn’t hear the prayers of a sincerely 

religious person, Jewish or otherwise.  The initial step is to grasp the great chasm or separation 

that exists between sinful men and a Holy God.  Read Isaiah 6:1-7; Hebrews 12:28, 29; Romans 

3:10-18, 23 and discuss. 

  God is holy and man is sinful.  Sinful man cannot approach a Holy God, for he would be 

“consumed” as the author of Hebrews writes.  Isaiah gives us a picture of his realization of 

his own sinfulness before the throne of our Holy God.  In Romans, Paul explains that no 

man is righteous in his fallenness, and no man can even begin to understand who God is 

with his natural mind.  Indeed, Paul makes it clear that no natural man even seeks the one 

true and living God.  So the god that sinful man seeks in his false religions is an idol of his 

own making.  The bottom line is that men claiming to pray to God apart from the means 

that God Himself mandated are not really praying to God at all.  This ought to cause 

Christians to reconsider participating in joint religious services with other religious groups, 

lest they too stumble into idolatry. 

  *A caveat to this would be that God hears and knows everything that occurs in His creation, but 

the implication in hearing a prayer is that God is inclined to answer the prayer. 

  In addition to the position (separation) of fallen man before our Holy God, the question of 

sincerity of religious offering (prayer) is crucial.  Men bring their religious offering and prayers to 

God (supposedly) out of a sincere desire to know Him.  Yet their failure to present an offering 

that conforms to God’s instruction proves their insincerity.  The first clear instance of this is seen 

in the difference of the offerings of Cain and Abel.  Read Genesis 4:1-5 and Hebrews 11:4 and 

discuss the reason God rejects the religious offering of Cain. 

  The writer of Hebrews makes it clear that Cain’s sacrifice was not offered in faith.  This 

must be understood in terms of the correlation between true faith and obedience.  In other 

words, if Cain had offered a sacrifice by faith, it would have conformed to God’s 

instruction.  Elsewhere in Hebrews (Hebrews 9:22), we read that “without the shedding of 

blood there is no forgiveness.”  In the next chapter (Hebrews 10:4), we read that “it is 

impossible for the blood of bulls and goats to take away sins.”  We understand that the 

blood sacrifice under the Old Testament administration of the Covenant of Grace pictures 

the coming blood sacrifice of the Messiah first promised in Genesis 3:15.  The sacrifice of 

the animal offering only became efficacious as it was offered in faith by the supplicant.  

Cain’s offering was no doubt sincere insofar as an unregenerate man can be sincere at all.  

However, it was offered according to his own desires and preferences rather than God’s.  In 

the same way, all false religions and their adherents’ prayers are offered according to their 

own terms rather than God’s.  In that sense, they can never be truly sincere in their desire 

to know God.  Their prayers and worship will always be unacceptable to God until they 
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conform to His instruction and are offered by faith.  This of course is the same as saying 

that they must approach God only as He is offered by Christ in the gospel—in faith. 

 

 B. In Proverbs 15:8a we read, “The sacrifice of the wicked is an abomination to the Lord.”  Why?  It 

seems that a sacrifice is a sacrifice is a sacrifice! 

  Because anything man offers in addition to or instead of faith in Christ as He is offered in 

the gospel is necessarily a repudiation of God’s sovereign decrees and the Covenant of 

Grace.  It’s as though man is saying that Christ’s sacrifice is not good enough—“I think I 

can do better!” 

 

 C. In Proverbs 15:29a we read that “The Lord is far from the wicked.”  What does this mean? 

  It points to the infinite distance between a Holy God and sinful man.  It also calls our 

attention to the consequences of that infinite distance, i.e. God will not bridge the gap in any 

way other than the way provided in Christ in His gospel.  Remember that this was true 

under the Old Testament administration of the Covenant of Grace with the promise of the 

Messiah who would come, and it is still true under the New Testament administration of the 

Covenant of Grace with the Messiah who has come. 

 

 D. In Proverbs 15:8b we read that “the prayer of the upright is His delight.”  In Proverbs 15:29b we 

read that “He hears the prayer of the righteous.”  Who are the “upright” (NAS) or the “righteous” 

(NAS) and why does He “delight” in and “hear” their prayers?  Read Revelation 5:8; 1 John 5:13-

15. 

  The upright and the righteous are those who have been saved—redeemed by the blood of 

the Lamb.  God delights in their prayers because they are offered in Christ in “golden bowls 

full of incense.” 

 

  Read John 17:22-24 and discuss further why a Christian’s prayer would be a delight to God. 

  Christians are in Christ and the love the Father has for the Son is shared by Christians.  

“Thou didst send Me, and didst love them, even as Thou didst love Me” (v23). 
 

 E. Can an unregenerate man do a genuinely good work?  (Genesis 4:5; Hebrews 11:4, 6; 1 

Corinthians 13:3; Matthew 6:2, 5, 16; Isaiah 64:6) 

  The Westminster Confession explains: 

 

  VII.  Works done by unregenerate men, although for the matter of them they may 

be things which God commands; and of good use both to themselves and others: 

yet, because they proceed not from an heart purified by faith; nor are done in a 

right manner, according to the Word; nor to a right end, the glory of God, they are 

therefore sinful, and cannot please God, or make a man meet to receive grace from 

God: and yet, their neglect of them is more sinful and displeasing unto God. 

 

 F. Should the lost be encouraged to pray at all? 

  Certainly.  It is not for us to discourage prayer.  Yet insofar as we are able, we ought to 

attempt to explain the essential feature of prayer evident in this lesson.  Prayers offered 

in faith, in the name of Jesus, by men redeemed by the blood of Jesus, are the only 

prayers God has promised to hear with the intent of answering. 
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GLEANINGS FROM THE BOOK OF WISDOM  LEADER’S GUIDE 

 

      LESSON 11 

 
 (This study relies heavily on Johannes G. Vos’ 

Commentary on the Catechism, including many direct quotes provided for the leaders.) 

I. The Proper View of Prayer for the Christian½Proverbs 15:8b, 29b 

  

 A. The Westminster Larger Catechism (#178) asks the question: “What is prayer?” The answer 

given is “prayer is an offering up of our desires unto God, in the name of Christ, by the help of 

his Spirit; with confession of our sins, and thankful acknowledgement of his mercies.” 

  Read the following Scripture references and tell what they explain regarding prayer. 

  1. Psalm 62:8 

   We are to offer up our desires unto God. 
 

  2. John 16:23 

   Prayer is to be offered in the name of Christ. 
 

  3. Romans 8:26 

   We are to pray by the help of the Holy Spirit. 
 

  4. Psalm 32:5-6; Daniel 9:4-5 

   In prayer, we are to confess our sins. 
 

  5. Philippians 4:6 

   In prayer, we are to thank God for his mercies. 
 

 B. The Nature of Christian Prayer 

  1. Besides Christian prayer, what other kinds of prayer are there? 

   Prayer is practically universal in the human race.  Even atheists have been known to 

pray when thoroughly alarmed or in deep trouble.  All the nonChristian religious 

systems involve the practice of some kind of prayer.  Non-Christian prayer, however, is 

not addressed to the true God but to some false divinity or misrepresentation of God.  

The only true God is the Triune God of the Scriptures, Father, Son, and Holy Spirit; all 

others are false and have no real existence.  Non-Christian prayer, moreover, does not 

approach God through Christ as Mediator.  It is not offered in the name of Christ but 

simply in the name of the person praying, or perhaps in the name of some other 

mediator than Christ.  Thus non-Christian prayer lacks the guarantee of acceptance 

with God (John 14:6).  That God in his great mercy may sometimes hear and answer 

the prayers of non-Christians, in spite of their spiritual ignorance and lack of a 

Mediator, we should not deny.  But such prayers differ essentially from Christian 

prayer, as explained above. 
 

  2. Why should we offer up our desires unto God? (Psalm 62:8) 

   We are God’s creatures, and it is our nature to be dependent upon him for the supply of 

our needs, physical, mental, social, and spiritual.  Even before the human race fell into 

sin, man was dependent on God and there was need for prayer.  The fall into sin greatly 

increased our need and our dependence upon God.  Since no human being is able to face 
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life by his own abilities and power, prayer is necessary if we are truly to glorify and 

enjoy God. 

 

  3. What kind of desires are we to offer to God in prayer? 

   In prayer, we are to offer to God only lawful desires, that is, desires that are in harmony 

with the moral law of God and that are offered in submission to the secret will of God.  

See the Shorter Catechism, question 98 (“for things agreeable to his will”) and the 

Larger Catechism, question 184 (“For what things are we to pray?”).  We may not pray 

for just anything we might please; we must pray according to the Word of God and in 

submission to the will of God. 
 

  4. Why must we pray only in the name of Christ? (John 16:23) 

   Because we are sinners, and only through Christ can we be reconciled to God and have 

access to his holy presence.  Even a Christian sins against God daily in thought, word, 

and deed, and his very prayers are stained by elements of sin.  Therefore it is only 

through Christ’s mediation, on the basis of his blood and righteousness, that we and our 

prayers can be acceptable to God. 
 

  5. Why must we pray only by the help of the Holy Spirit? (Romans 8:26) 

   Romans 8:26 gives the key to the answer to this question.  In the first place, we are too 

ignorant to pray without the help of the Holy Spirit.  We do not know how to pray as we 

ought nor what to pray for.  We are also hindered by infirmities; that is, we are too 

weak and lacking in spiritual power to pray adequately.  Instead of being filled with 

earnestness and zeal in approaching God in prayer, how often we are cold or lukewarm 

and our minds distracted with all kinds of wandering thoughts!  How often we consider 

prayer a burdensome duty rather than a real privilege!  Clearly, there can be no real 

prayer apart from the help of the Holy Spirit. 
 

  6. Why must we confess our sins in praying to God? (Psalm 32:5-6) 

   Over and over again the Bible stresses the truth that to approach God acceptably in 

prayer we must confess our sins.  “If I regard iniquity in my heart, the Lord will not 

hear me” (Psalm 66:18).  Because of God’s holiness and absolute intolerance of even the 

least sin, we cannot have company with God unless we sincerely desire to part company 

with sin.  The person who approaches God in prayer without feeling his own sinfulness 

and without confession of sin is a proud and self-righteous Pharisee rather than a 

Christian. 
 

  7. Why should we include thanksgiving for God’s mercies in our prayers? (Phil. 4:6) 

   We are debtors to God for everything in life except our own sinfulness.  Life itself and 

all the things that make the continuance of life possible and pleasant are gifts of God’s 

kindness and love.  Besides the natural blessings of life, such as rain and sunshine, food 

and clothing, peace and plenty, a Christian is under a far greater obligation to render 

thanksgiving to God by reason of the great blessings of God’s gracious salvation.  The 

Christian has had his soul delivered from eternal death, his eyes from tears, and his feet 

from falling.  He has been rescued from the horrible pit and miry clay and has been set 

firmly upon that great Rock, Christ Jesus. Redeemed from Satan’s kingdom, he has 

been made a citizen of the kingdom of heaven and an heir of all things.  Surely the 

Christian has abundant reason for thankfulness to God.  Accordingly, the Word of God 

teaches us that even in times of affliction, we are to remember to give thanks to God: 

“Pray without ceasing.  In everything give thanks; for this is the will of God in Christ 

Jesus concerning you” (1 Thessalonians 5:17-18). 
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 C. The Westminster Larger Catechism (#180) asks the question: “What is it to pray in the name of 

Christ?” The answer is “to pray in the name of Christ is, in obedience to his command, and in 

confidence in his promises, to ask for mercy for his sake; not by bare mentioning of his name, but 

by drawing our encouragement to pray, and our boldness, strength, and hope of acceptance in 

prayer, from Christ and his mediation.”   

  Read the following Scripture references and tell what they explain regarding prayer in the name 

of Christ. 

  1. John 14:13-14, 16:23-24 

   We are to pray in the name of Christ, asking for mercy for his sake. 
 

  2. Matthew 7:21 

  Merely formally mentioning Christ’s name in prayer is not what is meant by praying in 

Christ’s name. 
 

  3. Hebrews 4:14-16; 1 John 5:13-15 

  We are to pray through Christ as our Mediator, by whom we have access to God’s 

presence and acceptance with Him. 
 

 D. In the Name of Christ 

  1. Did God’s people in Old Testament times pray in the name of Christ? 

  Yes, insofar as they prayed with faith in the coming of the promised Redeemer, and 

with an obedient observance of the appointed sacrifices which pointed forward to him.  

The pious Israelite of Old Testament times approached God in prayer on the basis of 

the covenant of grace as truly as we do today; his prayers were offered to God on the 

basis of the redemptive work of the coming Messiah.  This does not imply that all Old 

Testament saints understood this truth with equal clearness, but only that they had 

some understanding of it. And in God’s sight their prayers were acceptable because of 

the future mediatorial work of Christ. 
 

  2. What is meant by asking mercy for Christ’s sake? (John 14:13-14) 

  To ask God for mercy for Christ’s sake means to ask God to deal with us in love and 

favor, in spite of our great sins, because of what Jesus Christ has done for us.  Because 

of Christ’s perfect life of righteousness, which is reckoned to our account as if it were 

ours, and because of his shed blood that cleanses away our sins, God can receive us as 

his children and treat us with love and kindness instead of wrath and judgment.  To ask 

mercy for Christ’s sake, then, means to ask God for mercy on the basis of Christ’s work 

as our Savior. 
 

  3. What wrong attitude of mind and heart prevents people from really praying in the name of 

Christ? (Matthew 7:21) 

  The attitude of self-confidence or self-righteousness, which causes people to put their 

trust in themselves, their own righteousness or good life, works, or character, so that 

they really trust in themselves rather than in Christ.  Such people may mention the 

name of Christ in their prayers, but they are really praying in their own name, not in 

Christ’s name, for they really think that they can stand on their own feet before God, 

and they do not realize their need for Christ’s redemption. 

 

   

 



46 

 

  4. What character in one of Jesus’ parables prayed a self-righteous prayer?  (Luke 18:9-14) 

   The Pharisee in the Parable of the Pharisee and the Publican, who publicly thanked 

God that he was so much better than other people, always performed his religious 

duties, and so forth. 

 

  5. Why do we need encouragement to pray? 

   We need encouragement to pray because the sinful corruption of our hearts has inclined 

us to discouragement and spiritual sluggishness.  Our knowledge and experience of 

Christ and his salvation should encourage us to engage in prayer in spite of our natural 

lack of inclination to it. 

 

  6. What is meant by drawing our boldness, strength, and hope of acceptance in prayer from 

Christ and his mediation? 

   We could never have any real boldness or confidence in approaching God in prayer 

except for our faith in Christ as our Redeemer, for our hearts would always be filled 

with doubts and fears, wondering whether God would hear and accept our prayers or 

not.  The person who is not a Christian may sometimes pray and, under stress of great 

affliction, is likely to try to pray, but he can never enjoy any real boldness or confidence 

in prayer because he does not know Christ.  Consequently, he does not have any 

certainty of acceptance with God.  This lack of faith in Christ’s mediation must always 

leave his mind in a cloud of doubt and uncertainty; he can never be sure that his 

prayers will be accepted and answered.  This feeling of doubt and uncertainty must 

always have the effect of preventing a person from praying with his whole heart.  It is 

only when we have, through Christ, the assurance of being accepted with God that we 

can really pour out our heart to God in prayer. 

 

 E. With the above questions and answers in mind, what do you suppose is meant by “the prayer of 

the upright is His delight” (Proverbs 15:8b) and why does “He (God) hear(s) the prayer of the 

righteous”? (Proverbs 15:29b) 

  Because they are prayers offered in faith, conforming to the revelation of God, acceptable 

because of the work and sacrifices of Christ, ensured by the intercession of Christ, and 

prompted by God the Holy Spirit. 

 

 F. For further reflection: 

  Do you think Christians ought to join publicly in prayer with other religions such as Islam and 

Buddhism?  Discuss how a Christian leader ought to respond to invitations to participate in mixed 

services, for example, the September 11 memorial services in 2001. 

  The first question is a matter of conscience, but my personal opinion is that they should not.  

If a Christian is going to participate in a mixed service, he/she needs to know what is going 

to take place in advance and what he/she will be expected to do. 

 

  Should a Christian be reluctant to take his personal needs to God in prayer? 

  No.  God is our heavenly Father, and He desires to give His children good things. 

 

  When our public prayers tend to consistently address only our personal needs, what might the 

problem be? 

  When a Christian’s public prayers consistently address personal needs rather than the 

needs of others, it may indicate deficiency in his personal prayer life, when many of our 

personal needs will typically be put before the Father.  It may also indicate a poor 

understanding of the proper role of corporate prayer. 
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GLEANINGS FROM THE BOOK OF WISDOM  LEADER’S GUIDE 

 

      LESSON 12 

 
I. Old Age is a Blessing—Proverbs 16:31a 

 

“A gray head is a crown of glory; It is found in the way of righteousness” (NAS).  

“The silver-haired head is a crown of glory, If it is found in the way of righteousness” (NKJV) 

 

 A. It is regretful that we live in a place and time that fails to appreciate old age.  While there may be 

some moderate indicators that this is changing, for the most part, our contemporary culture 

virtually idolizes the young.  This is clear especially in the ideal physique presented in ads, soap 

operas, TV sitcoms, reality TV, etc.  Unfortunately, even most young folks don’t measure up to 

the ideal physical image promoted by Madison Avenue, et al.  Can you name a serious emotional 

illness in many young women and girls that is the consequence of the above? 

  eating disorders 

 

  If many young folks can’t measure up to societal ideals for physical attractiveness, where does 

that leave aging Americans? 

  Feeling that there is something wrong or abnormal about their aging physique.  
 

  What demographic trend is putting some pressure on Madison Avenue and the entertainment 

industry to change the ideal physical type to something more realistic in an older person? 

  The aging of the Baby Boomers and the percentage of aging Americans. 

 

  Is this gradual change cited above motivated by the desire to help folks gain a healthy self-

acceptance, or is there some other reason for it? 

  It’s just about economics.  The entertainment industry and Madison Avenue could care less 

about the problems they cause people through the images they project.  They realize that 

emotionally stable older folks identify with older role models, so they are trying to capitalize 

on it. 
 

  How should Christians view all of the above? 

  Through a biblical world-and-life view based upon Godly priorities and values.  First of all, 

people should not seek their sense of humanity or personal worth from their physical 

attractiveness and health.  Secondly, the proper attitude toward the pursuit of physical 

attractiveness, youth, and health ought to be tempered with an eye toward what matters 

eternally.  This is what Paul was getting at when he wrote to Timothy that “bodily exercise 

profiteth little” (1 Timothy 4:8).  Third, Christians ought to reject anything in 

contemporary culture that contradicts the clear teaching of Scripture.   
 

 B. Read Proverbs 3:1-2 and comment on how it relates to Proverbs 16:31a. 

  Beginning with 3:1b, we read, “But let your heart keep my commandments; For length of 

days and years of life and peace they will add to you” (NAS).  In the commentary on this 

verse, the New Geneva Bible explains: “The normal expectation is that wisdom will lead to a 

long, prosperous life, which is the blessing of God.”  In that context, “A silver-haired head is 

a crown of glory” because it reflects the blessing of God.  This is particularly emphasized in 

the New King James Version when the word “if” is added before the second part of v31, 

reading, “If ” it is found in the way of righteousness.” 
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 C. Read Exodus 20:12 and discuss how it might relate to Proverbs 3:1-2 and 16:31. 

  In this verse, keeping the fifth commandment or keeping the law of God is connected to the 

blessing of longevity.  In other words, one benefit of a good and proper respect for and love 

of one’s parents is physical health.  This is not an absolute promise but is a general 

principle.  This means that those who properly relate to God-given authority will normally 

receive certain blessings and benefits according to the providence of God. This is especially 

true when relating this principle to one’s parents, but would also include ordained spiritual 

authorities, those in authority in one’s place of employment, and legitimate governmental 

authority. 

 

 D. Read Proverbs 20:29b and discuss what it teaches us regarding old age. 

  “The honor of old men is their gray hair” (NAS). 

  It reiterates the point of Proverbs 16:31.  Scripture presents old age as a blessing rather 

than a curse. 
 

 E. Discuss how the institution of the Social Security system during FDR’s administration may have 

affected our perspective toward old age in a negative way. 

  Undeniably, much of the rationale behind social security is well-intentioned.  

Notwithstanding this, society began to expect people to retire at a particular age, which was 

usually tied to the receipt of social security benefits. The elderly began to be seen as less 

valuable in the workplace, and this has tended to bleed over into other aspects of life as well.  

An extreme example of this was evident in a past Colorado Governor’s statement that 

Americans should voluntarily submit to euthanasia at age 70 (or 72) so that they do not 

become a burden to society.  This attitude is in stark contrast to the biblical perspective 

toward the elderly. 
 

 F. In ancient Israel and in the New Testament, older men are revered for their wisdom and 

experience.  The Greek word for Elder is presbuteros.  This is the word from which the most 

biblical form of church government is derived, i.e. Presbyterianism.  The basic idea is that the 

church ought to be ruled by a plurality of Elders or older, mature men.  How does this view differ 

from the way so many fast growing evangelical churches view age in their ministers and 

preachers? 

  Most larger evangelical churches have adopted much of the world’s view in this regard and 

prefer their ministers to be relatively young, attractive, and entertaining in the pulpit.  

Wisdom and experience, which is more common to older men, is not as valued as the ability 

to attract numbers and to be culturally relevant.   
 

  The Greek word presbuterion means “an assembly of aged men” according to Vines Expositional 

Dictionary.  Read Luke 22:66, Acts 22:5, and 1 Timothy 4:14 and comment on how this idea is 

conveyed.  

  Luke 22:66 – the Sanhedrin 

  Acts 22:5 – the Sanhedrin 

  1 Timothy 4:14 – the Presbytery 

 

 G. Read 1 Kings 11:41-43; 12:1-11.  The context is the aftermath of the death of Solomon, with his 

son Rehoboam attempting to keep Judah and Israel united as one kingdom. Israel and Judah split, 

and Jeroboam became king of Israel, with Rehoboam (Solomon’s son) remaining as king over 

Judah.  What mistake did Rehoboam make? 

  He failed to heed the counsel and advice of the elders of Israel and listened to hot-headed 

young men.  Implicit in this story is the blessing of having older men around that can offer 



49 

 

wise and prudent counsel.  Rehoboam presents us with a prototypical model of the attitude 

so prevalent in our culture today, in which the elderly are not particularly valued. 

 

 H. Read 1 Timothy 2:9-10 and comment on how heeding its instruction might benefit a woman with 

concerns about aging. 

  The essential idea is that it is internal virtues that create lasting beauty.  External 

adornment is not sinful in and of itself, but it cannot provide real and lasting beauty. 

 

 I. How should aging folks regard the physical changes that accompany aging? 

  As aggravating!  Just kidding.  One teacher said they ought to be understood as reminders 

that life in the temporal realm passes quickly, so the wise will begin to turn his/her eyes 

toward eternity.  When your body begins to fail you, it is easier to become heavenly minded.  

In that sense, the effects of aging can be viewed as a blessing and gift from God. 

 

 J. The following challenges are provided to help us reconsider how we view aging and the elderly.  

Briefly discuss each point. 

  If you are still relatively young, consider and discuss the following: 

  1. Do you properly honor and give attention to your parents?  (if they are still living) 

 

  2. If your parents have passed away, would you be willing to develop a close relationship with 

an older man or woman, that therein you might both be blessed? 

 

  3. Do you regularly ask older folks in your life if you can help them with practical needs like 

transportation at night, grocery shopping, lawn care, house painting, etc.? 

 

  4. Do you have a close relationship with one or more older folks in which you are comfortable 

seeking advice and counsel? 

 

  5. Do you make sure the older folks in the congregation are cared for by calling and visiting 

them regularly, or do you expect someone else (perhaps the minister) to tend to that sort of 

thing? 

 

  If you are older, perhaps an elderly person, consider and discuss the following: 

  1. Do you view retirement as an opportunity to do little or nothing or as an opportunity to serve 

the church without the constraints of employment, etc.? 

 

  2. Do you seek out friendships with younger adults so that they can benefit from your wisdom 

and experience?  (and you can benefit from their energy!) 

 

  3. If you have grandchildren, do you work at developing intimate relationships with them, or do 

you expect them to take the initiative?  (Youngsters seldom realize that you won’t always be 

here!) 

 

  4. Do you use your financial resources wisely?  Would you say that you contribute generously 

to the church?  Are you a cheerful giver? (2 Cor. 9:7)  
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GLEANINGS FROM THE BOOK OF WISDOM  LEADER’S GUIDE 

 

      LESSON 13 

 
I. Thinking and Thoughtful Christians – Proverbs 15:2, 7, 14, 23, 28 

 
Proverbs 15:2:  The tongue of the wise makes knowledge acceptable, But the mouth of fools spouts 

folly. 

Prov 15:7:  The lips of the wise spread knowledge, But the hearts of fools are not so.  

 Prov 15:14:  The mind of the intelligent seeks knowledge, But the mouth of fools feeds on folly.  

 Prov 15:23:  A man has joy in an apt answer, And how delightful is a timely word!  

 Prov 15:28:  The heart of the righteous ponders how to answer, But the mouth of the wicked pours 

out evil things.  

  

 A. In verse 2a, the manner in which knowledge becomes wisdom is explained.  In the New King 

James Version we read, “The tongue of the wise uses knowledge rightly.”  It has been said that 

true wisdom is knowledge rightly applied.  The New American Standard Version of Scripture 

expresses the idea somewhat differently than the NKJV.  “The tongue of the wise makes 

knowledge acceptable.”  Here the effect of a wise man’s manner and disposition on others is 

emphasized.  How can a person make knowledge more acceptable to others? 

  The first most important element in other folks’ willingness to hear or receive what we have 

to say to them is our attitude and disposition.  Arrogance, know-it-allism, condescension, 

and an antagonistic attitude all militate against the willingness of others to listen to what we 

have to say.  A well-known cliché expresses this rightly: “Others won’t care how much you 

know until they know how much you care.”  Even though you may have much of value to 

teach and share with others, they won’t be willing to listen and receive it if you come across 

as being haughty or mean-spirited.   
 

  Wisdom is knowledge applied properly. What does this mean?   

  It is possible to know a great deal, to have a lot of facts in your head, and yet be clueless 

about how to apply what you know in the real world.  In terms of doctrine or Scripture 

knowledge, you can know the particulars but not understand how the truths and principles 

of Scripture ought to form your world and life view.  So one can be knowledgeable and yet 

remain unwise. 
 

 B. In v2b we read that “the mouths of fools spout folly” (NAS).  In the New King James Version we 

read, “The mouth of fools pours forth foolishness.”  Read Proverbs 1:7 and Proverbs 2:6 and 

explain the difference between a fool and a wise man and how that difference might affect what 

someone has to say. 

  Fools will reject what God has revealed to men through Scripture.  They may even have 

disdain for the study of the Bible or scriptural truths.  Wise men will listen and heed what 

Scripture clearly declares.  With this in mind, the fool will grab hold of virtually any sort of 

nonsense and spout it like it is the gospel truth.  In fact, they will take hold of anything but 

Scripture.  The disdain for sound knowledge is especially apparent today in the various talk 

shows and such in which people continually spout foolishness.  Some of the most absurd 
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things you hear today come from the mouths of the rich and famous, the American 

celebrities, and talking heads within the culture of the media. 

  Sadly, evangelicals are following this pattern as many popular preachers spend their pulpit 

time sharing psychobabble and Norman Vincent Peale style positive thinking. While some 

of this sort of thing may be helpful to folks, when you place such trivia beside the timeless 

truths and wisdom of Scripture, it can only be viewed as trite foolishness. 
 

 C. According to Proverbs 15:7, “the lips of the wise spread knowledge” (NAS).  If our desire is to be 

wise, what ought this to mean to us? 

  We ought to desire to be a source of sound knowledge and wisdom for others.  Through 

personal conversation and counsel, the opportunities given to us to teach others, and in the 

convictions we espouse, others ought to be able to recognize genuine knowledge and wisdom 

coming from our lips.  The prerequisite for this occurring is always the acquisition of sound 

knowledge from our study and reading of Scripture, from which flows common sense. 

(uncommon sense perhaps?) 
 

 D. In Proverbs 15:14 we read, “The mind of the intelligent seeks knowledge” (NAS).  In the New 

King James Version, this same verse is translated “the heart of him who has understanding seeks 

knowledge.”  Why do you suppose the one translation uses the word “mind” where the other uses 

“heart?” 

  According to the late Gordon Clark, writing in Today’s Evangelism: Counterfeit or 

Genuine? in “every instance of this word (heart), in the Old Testament…seventy-five 

percent of the time it means the mind.  The remaining one fourth of the instances is divided 

between the will and the emotions.”  In most instances then, when the word “heart” is used, 

it is the “mind” that is being referenced.  That is the case in Proverbs 15:14 as well. 
 

  Professor Ronald Nash, a Baptist scholar, makes the following statement in his book The Word of 

God and the Mind of Men: 

 

ñA new anti-intellectualism threatens contemporary Evangelicalism.  It is evident in 

much evangelical disregard for the revealed truth of God and in the effort by some 

Evangelicals to substitute other concerns for that truth.  Christian anti-

intellectualism may be manifested in a variety of ways: in a contempt for creeds, in a 

search for God through the emotions, in a dependence upon some kind of mystical 

experience.ò 

 

  How does Nash’s statement affirm or relate to Proverbs 15:14? 

  In Proverbs 15:14, it is clear that intelligence is commended as a good and positive thing, 

while foolishness is condemned as “folly.”  Ronald Nash’s statement is an indictment of the 

current state of evangelicalism with its disdain for thinking Christianity and the thoughtful 

consideration of the real challenges faced by people in our day.  Clearly Nash and many 

others believe that what is emphasized in many evangelical churches and para-churches is 

not the Bible (the revealed word of God) or a “concern for that truth” but rather the desire 

for entertainment, sensationalism, warm fuzzies, and emotional titillation.  So what 

Scripture commends as true spirituality many evangelicals of our day condemn as boring or 

irrelevant. 
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  Harry Blamires writes in Recovering the Christian Mind that: 

 

 ñSecularism by definition is so closed-minded that it is trying to shut off from the mind 

of contemporary men and women, boys and girls, the faith, the hope, and the visions 

that stabilized and enriched the lives of generations who built our civilization and gave 

us our culture.  Secularism is an attempt to fetter, to limit, to prohibit.  It is a new form 

of slavery.ò 

 

  Relate Blamires’ statement to the point made above in Proverbs 15:14, keeping in mind that the 

contemporary secularist looks at the Christian life as narrow, stagnant, and backward.  *A 

definition of the secularists’ position is on the last page of this study. 

  The opposite is true in regard to what the secularist believes about Christianity. Biblical 

Christianity produces a stimulating intellectual life and a genuine love of God’s creation.  It 

is secularism that stifles and retards man’s intellect and taints his view of life.  Too often 

Christians allow the secularist to bluff his way around this truth.  Once again, Proverbs 

15:14 makes it clear that God commends the search for knowledge, exploration of new 

things, and the discovery of what He has created. 
 

 E. In Proverbs 15:23a we read, “A man has joy in an apt answer” (NAS).  Those who provide wise 

counsel in the moment of need and those who heed wise counsel find joy.  In verse 23b we read 

“how delightful is a timely word!”  How might we apply this to our lives? 

  By being ready with a good word of encouragement or comfort as the opportunity presents 

itself.  An encouraging word when someone faces a difficult decision or trial can make all 

the difference.  Of course, in order to do this, one has to possess some degree of wisdom and 

knowledge, be sensitive enough to others to know when to speak and when to remain silent, 

and be willing to take the time and make the effort to help someone in need. 
 

 F. In Proverbs 15:28a we read, “The heart of the righteous ponders how to answer.”  What does this 

mean? 

  The mind is in gear before the mouth begins to run.  We think before we speak.  We should 

ask: Is what I am about to say truly helpful?  Is this the time and the place?  Will this 

person be better off after I say what I’m about to say?  These are three important questions 

to ask ourselves before we begin to share our infinite  wisdom with others! 

 

  What does Proverbs 15:28b have to say about people who continually spout off to others without 

considering the possible effect? 

  They are wicked, or at least what they are doing is wicked. 
 

 G. Supposing that we would all like to heed and apply all of the points discussed above,  summarize 

what sort of changes we should make in our lives. 

  1. Learn to care about the feelings of others, being sensitive to how we might come across 

as we share our convictions with others.   

  2. Realize that God does use his people to “spread knowledge,” so we should all desire to 

be used in that way by Him.   

  3. Continue to grow in our knowledge of Scripture and sound doctrine, as well as in other 

areas of life.   

  4. Be a seeker of knowledge. 

  5. Try not to repeat every foolish notion or idea we hear on the radio or TV.  Become more 

discerning in this regard. 
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  6. Look for opportunities to bless and help others with a word of encouragement or an 

“apt word.”   

  7. Learn to think before we speak! 

 

  *The secularist’s position can be defined only in negatives.  There is no life except this life in 

time.  There is no order of being except this which we explore with our senses and our 

instruments.  There is no condition of well-being except that of healthy and comfortable life in 

time.  There is no God to be worshipped, for no God created us.  There is no God to propitiate, 

for there is no God to offend.  There is no reward to be sought and no punishment to be avoided 

except those which derive from earthly authority.  There is no law to be obeyed except those 

which earthly authority imposes or earthly prudence recommends. (Harry Blamires in Recovering 

the Christian Mind) 
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GLEANINGS FROM THE BOOK OF WISDOM  LEADER’S GUIDE 

 

      LESSON 14 

 

I. Who Is Our Ultimate Authority? – Proverbs 21:1 

  

 Proverbs 21:1:  “The king’s heart is like channels of water in the hand of the Lord; He turns it 

wherever He wishes.” 

  

 Introductory Remarks: 

 In our day the proper relationship and perspective of a believer toward governmental authority is a 

hot topic.  This is evident in various church/state issues being debated.  For example, gay marriages, 

abortion rights, prayer in public schools, governmental restriction on the content of sermons (related 

to hate crime legislation), support of capital punishment, support or opposition to the War in Iraq, 

Afghanistan, or Libya, and government support of faith-based charities are some of the issues that 

relate to a Christian’s view of the state.  While some of the examples above may seem clear cut to the 

bible-believing Christian, others are not explicitly addressed in Scripture.  Questions about the proper 

boundaries for both state authority and that of the church can perplex the believer who hasn’t thought 

through the possible points of tension. 

 A. What would you say is the most fundamental truth implicit in Proverbs 21:1? 

  Clearly God is both sovereign (possessing ultimate authority) over all governments and 

omnipotent (all powerful).  Not only does God have the right to rule, He in fact does rule all 

nations (kings).   

 

  What evidence to the contrary to your answer to the question above do you see in countries 

around the world? 

  On the face of it, many would question whether or not God is truly sovereign or omnipotent 

because it is obvious that there are many wicked rulers and governments being allowed to 

exist in the world today.  Yet it would be a mistake to suggest that this means that God 

cannot change or alter those governments according to His pleasure.  The fact that God 

allows wicked men to rule—perhaps even raises wicked men up to rule—is a matter of 

God’s decretive will. 

   

 B. Read Daniel 2:19-23 and list some points God’s prophet makes regarding God. 

 1. God is to be blessed in and because of His exalted position over all creation.  (v19— 

“blessed the God of heaven”). 

 2. God is both wise and powerful—(v20). 

 3. He can and does change the course of history—(v21 “He who changes the times and the 

epochs”). 

 4. He removes governmental leaders and raises them up—(v21 “He removes kings and 

establishes kings”). 

 5. He is the source of true wisdom and knowledge for great men and common men—(v21 

“He gives wisdom to wise men and knowledge to men of understanding”). 

 6. He knows the past, present and future; indeed, He is omniscient—(v22 “reveals the 

profound and hidden things…knows what is in the darkness”). 

 7. He can reveal His knowledge to men, and indeed He has—in Special Revelation—(v23 

“You have made known to us the king’s matter”). 



56 

 

 C. Read Daniel 4:28-33 and discuss what caused God to remove Nebuchadnezzar from his throne. 

  His pride and desire to be autonomous from God’s laws and sovereign rule.  “Is this not  

  Babylon the great, which I myself have built as a royal residence by the might of my power  

  and the glory of my mystery.”  

 

  What lesson, if any, is there in this story about what happened to King Nebuchadnezzar for all 

governmental leaders, whether they are kings, prime ministers, Presidents, or Supreme Court  

  justices? 

  God will judge the pride of men’s hearts, especially in the instance of the great men of the 

world.  That judgment may not be evident in the short term and it may not be evident to us 

in a particular man’s lifetime, but it is sure to come.  They will be judged in eternity for 

their pride and injustice to other men and the flouting of God’s law.  Their nations may also 

suffer the consequences of their sin, even to the point of utter destruction.  (Recall that 

because of General Revelation, all men have some sense of right from wrong innately— 

(Romans 2:12-15). 

 

  Read Daniel 4:34-35 and explain the change which occurred in Nebuchadnezzar. 

  He acknowledged God’s sovereignty and repented of His pride. 

 

  What does Daniel 4:37 tell us that God is able to do, even to kings? 

  “He is able to humble those who walk in pride.” 
 

  Note to teachers: Some may ask if Nebuchadnezzar was then a believer.  In other 

words, was he thus saved as he appeared to repent of His pride?  The New Geneva 

Study Bible comments, “Although Nebuchadnezzar confesses God’s sovereignty, 

he does not confess a belief that the God of Israel is the only God.” Even the 

unsaved have the benefit of General Revelation, which is sufficient for them to 

know that God is the Creator and that certain actions are wicked (murder for 

example) 
 

 D. Read Romans 13:1-7 and discuss what it explains about the Christian’s relationship to the state or 

governmental authority.  Consider particularly what it says about the source from which a 

government’s authority derives, who sets up governmental authorities, what the purpose of 

government is, and when the Christian ought not submit to the state. 

  The passage makes it clear that God is the source of a government’s authority.  Therefore, it 

can be said that a government’s authority is delegated by and derived from God.  Implicitly 

this means that all governments remain under the sovereignty of God, whether they 

recognize it or not.  God sets up governments, good and bad.  Governments are a blessing of 

God or a judgment of God.  The most fundamental purpose of government is to protect its 

people from evil-doers and to promote good behavior.  In other words, a good government 

passes and enforces laws which conform to the substance of the Ten Commandments (even 

when they do not have Special Revelation), especially commandments 5-10 pertaining to 

man’s relationship to other men.  (You may make a case that commandments 1-4 are also 

included in the above statement, but that is much less clear.) Laws that encourage the 

breaking of God’s commandments against theft, murder, perjury, and adultery or sexual 

immorality are bad and are analogous in their cause and effect to Nebuchadnezzar’s sin.  

The Christian ought to submit to the authority of the state unless the state is attempting to 

force him to violate God’s law.  For example, if a state passed a law that required families to 

have only one child each and forced them to abort subsequent children, Christians ought to 

disobey their government.  (This occurs in communist China.)  If a government encourages 

or requires children to inform on their parents, the law ought to be resisted.  This was a 
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common occurrence in the Soviet Union and perhaps still occurs in China, Cuba, and other 

Marxist countries.  If a state passed a law against the preaching of the gospel or the 

distribution of bibles, these laws ought to be disobeyed.  (Both are common laws in Muslim 

countries and Marxist states.) 
 

 E. Read 1 Timothy 1:8-10 and discuss how it repudiates the assertion that morality ought not be 

legislated. 

  All laws legislate someone’s ideas of morality.  Today in our country, immorality is actually 

being legislated.  (ex. gay marriages in various states) 
 

 F. Read 1 Timothy 2:1-4 and explain why Christians are instructed to pray “for kings and all who 

are in authority.” 

  So that men might “lead a tranquil and quiet life”…and that men can pursue “godliness” 

and live in “dignity.” A picture of the opposite can be gained by considering Nazi Germany 

with the graphic images of persecution of the Jews and the horrific indignities the Jews 

suffered at the hands of the Nazis.  This reveals to us what governments are capable of if 

evil men rule and evil laws are legislated.  Christians can be targeted and persecuted by a 

government as surely as the Jews.  In fact, Christians are being persecuted in many nations 

around the world, particularly in Muslim and Marxist countries.  Even America is capable 

of persecuting Christians as secular humanism continues to reign unchecked in our culture, 

ultimately leading to hostility toward the people of God. 
 

 G. Are there clear and explicit instances in Scripture when men of God refused to obey wicked laws 

or evil rulers?  (Daniel 6:6-16; Acts 4:15-20) 

  Yes, there are several.  Two obvious instances are Daniel’s continued worship of God after a 

law was passed outlawing this and Peter and John’s refusal to stop “speak(ing) or 

teach(ing) in the name of Jesus.” 
 

 H. What are some trends in our culture today that Christians need to be wary of?  (which pertain to 

the issues addressed in this lesson) 

  (1) Secularization of American culture has marginalized Christians and their viewpoints.  

This is not a trend that always progresses at the same rate; sometimes it reverses itself 

briefly.  Some might cite the influence of “values” on the last presidential election as an 

example of this. However, it is hard to argue that our culture is not becoming more and 

more secular in its worldview, more immoral or amoral, and more coarse (rude and 

crude) in the way people interact with one another, especially in movies and on TV. 

  (2) Governmental authorities interfering in the work and worship of churches.  Consider 

the pastor who was interviewed by FBI agents for talking about abortion a few years 

ago.  Someone in the congregation informed on him to the FBI.  Hate crimes legislation 

has provided legal justification for this sort of governmental interference in what 

preachers preach.  Expect to see challenges to tax-exempt status for church-owned 

property in the year ahead.  Local governments already use zoning to keep new 

churches out of their communities.  One reason for this is the loss of property tax 

revenues on church-owned land. 

  (3) Increasing acceptance of active and passive euthanasia.  The movie Million Dollar Baby 

demonstrates this trend.  Unfortunately, voluntary euthanasia may not only be allowed 

but actually expected of the old and infirm as they become a financial drain on society 

and families.  One past governor of Colorado said as much. 

  (4) More aggressive moves by homosexuals which require societal acceptance and 

promotion of their sexual practices. 
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  (5) Terrorist acts increasingly used as justification for the further erosion of personal 

liberties Americans once took for granted. 

  (6) Increasing pressures on American leaders to submit to international (global) 

organizations like the U.N. and the European community. 
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GLEANINGS FROM THE BOOK OF WISDOM  LEADER’S GUIDE 

 

      LESSON 15 

 
I.  Thoughts and Ideas Have Consequences – Proverbs 23:7a 

  

 Proverbs 23:7a:  “For as he thinks within himself, so he is.” (NAS) 

  

 Introductory Remarks (excerpted from How Should We Then Live by the late Francis 

Schaeffer) 

 

ñPeople have presuppositions, and they live more consistently on the basis of these 

presuppositions than even they themselves may realize.  By presuppositions we mean the 

basic way an individual looks at life, his basic world view, the grid through which he sees 

the world.  Presuppositions rest upon that which a person considers to be the truth of 

what exists.  Peopleôs presuppositions lay a grid for all they bring forth into the external 

world.  Their presuppositions also provide the basis for their values and therefore the 

basis for their decisions. 

óAs a man thinketh, so is he,ô is really most profound.  An individual is not just the 

product of the forces around him.  He has a mind, an inner world.  Then, having thought, 

a person can bring forth actions into the external world and thus influence it.  People are 

apt to look at the outer theater of action, forgetting the actor who lives in the mind and 

who therefore is the true actor in the external world.  The inner thought world determines 

the outward action. 

Most people catch their presuppositions from their family and surrounding society the 

way a child catches measles.  But people with more understanding realize that their 

presuppositions should be chosen after a careful consideration of what world view is 

true.ò 

 

 A. The idea that men reflect in their morality, priorities and actions what they truly think is 

thoroughly biblical.  In the context of Proverbs 23:7, we have what amounts to a prophetic 

indictment of our culture and the negative consequences of the influence of unbiblical 

presuppositions on Christians.  The verse preceding verse 7 states, “Do not eat the bread of a 

selfish man, or desire his delicacies” (v6, NAS).  In verse 7 we read ñFor as he thinks within 

himself, so he isò (NAS).   Here we have the clear statement that men who are self-centered and 

self-serving in their behavior are merely reflecting externally the reality of their internal 

condition.  The King James Version refers to the selfish man as “him that hath an evil eye.”  What 

are some presuppositions that a selfish man (a man with an evil eye) would embrace regarding his 

view of God, what is important in life, man’s relationship to others, and morality?  

1. There is no personal, infinite God to which men are accountable.  Men are the 

accidental product of evolution; therefore, all morality is relative. 

2. The survival of the fittest.  The weak ought to be weeded out. 

3. Since there is no real meaning to life, men ought to gain as much material comfort and 

pleasure in this life as possible; there are no eternal rewards or punishments. 

4. Morality is a matter of personal opinion and the ever changing consensus of the culture. 

5. Only a fool sacrifices his happiness for the sake of others.  One might sacrifice himself 

for his family, but only because his family makes him happy.  He does not sacrifice 
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himself because he has any notion that this is right and moral.  It is just a choice he 

makes based on his relativistic and subjective values. 

 

  In verse 6 we are admonished not to eat “the bread of a selfish man, or desire his delicacies.”  In 

other words, believers ought not to imitate or envy the selfish, self-centered man that epitomizes 

our culture today.  What are some evidences that Christians are more influenced by the world 

than they might like to admit? 

  American Christians often live life, adopt values, and set goals that are not fundamentally 

different than those of their unbelieving neighbors.  The consequence of this is that 

Christians actually have a higher divorce rate than unbelievers, tend to accumulate just as 

much stuff as everyone else (along with the debt that usually accompanies it), and they have 

much the same world view as their unbelieving neighbors.  Their worldview can be seen in 

their view of history, social issues, politics, and life in general.  The bottom line is that 

Christians in America have become very worldly. 
 

 B. As Schaeffer explains in the quote above, the presuppositions a person holds will determine his 

worldview.  Is it possible that a person could hold to contradictory presuppositions?  Can a person 

have a worldview filled with inconsistencies? 

  It is not only possible; it is probable.  As Schaeffer explains, “Most people catch their 

presuppositions from their family and surrounding society the way a child catches measles.”  

This means that few people have thought through or examined their presuppositions, 

testing their assumptions to see if they are really true.  There may be little rational or logical 

consistency in the way a person views the world. 
 

  Can you suggest some examples of inconsistencies one might find in the worldview of the typical 

Christian? 

  One good example would be a professing Christian who is pro-choice (pro-abortion).  A 

person holding to biblical presuppositions regarding God as Creator, man as being created 

in the image of God, the sixth commandment, etc., clearly ought to oppose abortion and 

infanticide.  Another example would be a believer’s notion about what constitutes success in 

life.  If his criteria for success revolves around material wealth, social status, and 

popularity, he has accommodated himself to the world’s point of view.  Jesus explained the 

difference between God’s criteria for success and the world’s in Matthew 20:25-28: 

  

“But Jesus called them to Himself, and said, “You know that the rulers of the 

Gentiles lord it over them, and their great men exercise authority over them.  It is 

not so among you, but whoever wishes to become great among you shall be your 

servant, and whoever wishes to be first among you shall be your slave; just as the 

Son of Man did not come to be served, but to serve, and to give His life a ransom 

for many.” 

 

  There is a dramatic difference between what Scripture has to say about success and what 

the world says.   

  Another example would be a Christian who lives as a practical atheist.  That is, he professes 

to believe in God and to trust in Christ for redemption, but his moral views, values, manner 

of dealing with the difficulties of life, etc. actually reflect atheistic presuppositions.  He 

approaches the practical matters of life just as an atheist would. 
 

 C. What is true of men as individuals in regard to presuppositions is also true of men collectively as 

they act in accord with what they think.  Harry Blamires writes in Recovering the Christian Mind: 
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“A civilization which has secularized all its thinking presupposes that man has no 

supernatural affiliation…Its government, its forward planning, its educational system 

for the most part proceed on the assumptions that what is wrong, human purpose and 

ingenuity can put right…a civilization which has robbed its intents and ideals of 

supernatural orientation and has desacralized not only its public thought-life, but also 

to a large extent its private love life and family life, must inevitably lose all sense of 

man’s fallen condition…it loses all awareness of transcendent standards and 

values…it persists in making prescriptions…for human welfare on the basis of a 

closed human universe whose inhabitants need no external aid.” 

 

  With Blamires’ statement in mind, how does our culture reflect “desacralized” presuppositions 

which implicitly deny any “transcendent standards and values” (Hint: think about the media, 

entertainment, education, government.) 

  Note: The word sacral pertains to the observation of or adherence to religious rites or 

things associated with religion.  Desacralized would be the absolute removal or 

disregard of religion.  It is a synonym for secularization.  

  The world of entertainment, sitcoms, movies, and the like largely ignore God and the 

religious impulse present in most people.  They simply act and speak as though nothing 

beyond the natural world exists.  When they do make reference to the supernatural, it is 

usually the world of the occult.  Consider two older but still popular sit-coms—Seinfeld and 

Friends.  Both are well done and have attractive characters; Seinfeld is truly funny.  But as 

you observe the moral choices the characters make as they engage in promiscuous sex, etc., 

there is absolutely no suggestion that premarital sex is immoral.  The morality is 

determined by the individual’s personal preferences.  Christians who watch these sorts of 

shows regularly are going to struggle with accommodating themselves to the secular view 

characterized in the shows.  It is difficult not to be influenced by what we continuously put 

into our minds.  Even more obnoxious are shows like Will and Grace which have the intent 

to cause people to dramatically change their moral views and especially their views on 

homosexuality.  Many of the biggest and most popular celebrities of our day have appeared 

on Will and Grace regularly, reflecting their pagan and naturalistic worldview.  These kinds 

of shows reflect who these actors and celebrities really are, because they are the 

consequence of what they think! 

  Public education acts as if one’s worldview is irrelevant.  In other words, we can educate 

children and enable them to understand history, government, literature, philosophy, etc. 

without any explicit reference to God as Creator or to the validity of the laws of God.  In 

public education, the intellectual world is almost completely secularized, producing a sort of 

intellectual schizophrenia in children.  Reality is viewed as though it could be understood in 

bits and pieces without any sense of coherence. 

  Our government approaches its legislative and judicial functions as though no higher 

authority than current societal standards matters.  Morality is almost entirely arbitrary.  

Congress passes laws based on the majority consensus, regardless of what God’s law says.  

Courts interpret law with little or no regard for anyone’s views except their own, usually 

reflecting the judge’s view, which may or may not be the view of the majority of Americans. 

The references to God in the Supreme Court (“God save the Court”) and in Congress (the 

chaplain’s opening prayer) are largely ignored as they approach their tasks.  They proceed 

as if there is no transcendent authority over them; they are a law unto themselves.  This is 

very different from the concept of the rule of law which presupposes a transcendent 

authority upon which all of law is based. 
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 D. If a believer wants to develop a consistent, biblical world and life view, where should he begin?  

Suggest some presuppositions that he must embrace.  What does Ephesians 4:23 have to say 

about this? 

  He should begin with his view of the bible.  Christianity is a revealed religion based on what 

God has revealed in Scripture concerning what we are to believe about God and what God 

requires of man.  If a man would have faith, that faith must agree with scripture. Equally 

important is the development of a comprehensive understanding of God (though man’s 

finite mind remains a limitation), especially regarding what Scripture explains about God’s 

nature and being, His attributes, and His sovereignty.  He should seek to thoroughly 

understand the biblical teaching (doctrine) of redemption – how are men saved? – to what 

purpose are men saved – what does salvation look like in a man – what responsibilities inhere 

in salvation?  He should seek to understand and appreciate God’s purposes for the visible 

church (the local particular church).  Many problems Christians deal with remain 

unresolved because they lack appreciation for the vital role the visible church has in God’s 

particular redemption of man.  These are some fundamental presuppositions which will 

result in a coherent and consistent world and life view. 

  Ephesians 4:23 makes the continued renewal of one’s mind with biblical truths part of the 

sanctification process. 
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GLEANINGS FROM THE BOOK OF WISDOM  LEADER’S GUIDE 

 

      LESSON 16 

 

I. Thoughts and Ideas Have Consequences – Proverbs 23:23 

  

Proverbs 23:23:  “Buy truth, and do not sell it, get wisdom and instruction and understanding.” 

(NKJV) 

  

 A. There are many different opinions today regarding what constitutes the good life.  When asked to 

describe what constitutes the good life, most folks will respond in a way that largely reflects their 

culture.  Many people have not spent a great deal of time reflecting on this kind of question.  

They simply take life as it comes, basing their choices in life on financial ability, time 

availability, and feelings about this or that. Take a moment and write a brief description of what 

you think the good life is.   

  *requires a personal response 
 

  Francis Schaeffer wrote that most 20
th
 century Americans would describe the good life as the 

pursuit of personal peace and affluence.  Do you agree or disagree?  Why or why not? 

  It would be difficult to argue that this was not true of Americans in the latter half of the 20
th

 

century.  Typical families enjoy a standard of living far above that of their grandparents, 

albeit some of this is debt-based.  If you look thoughtfully at the goals most of us have in life, 

they reflect the desire to pursue personal peace and affluence more than we might like to 

admit.  For the typical evangelical, if you throw in some concern for our children, you will 

pretty much nail down where most of us are. 
 

 B. In verse 23 we are instructed to “Buy truth and do not sell it” (NKJV).  The context of v23 is 

framed by verses 22 and 24, which extol the virtues of healthy relationships within the family.  

This reflects the teaching of the fifth commandment.  So “the truth” that we are instructed to 

“buy” into must involve family to some extent.  Making this as practical as possible, we ought to 

regard paying a price in order to have strong, healthy families as worthwhile.  What are some 

trends in contemporary culture that militate against (work against) the development of strong 

families today? 

  The unending quest for affluence is an obvious answer.  This often determines our 

fundamental approach to life.  For example, if we think that the acquisition of material 

wealth is a priority in life, many of the choices we make will reflect that.  Mothers of young 

children will work, fathers will tend toward workaholicism, the acquisition of debt will be 

the norm, career advancement will be put ahead of extended family relationships, and the 

general level of stress present in the home will be high as a consequence of all of the above. 
 

  Would it be an exaggeration to say that most folks today (Christians and nonChristians alike) 

have geared their lives toward particular goals and values that are based on a lie?  If so, what is 

the lie? 

  It would not be an exaggeration. The lie is that fulfillment and satisfaction in life come from 

things the world offers.  Therefore, the world often determines our life’s agenda as we 

pursue this lie.  This is the opposite approach to the sort of life encouraged by “Buy the 

truth, and do not sell it.” 
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  Another way to ask the question above is, “Do you believe most Christians today are selling out 

to the world?”  Discuss this, avoiding the superficial answers pietism would typically offer. 

  Some insightful Christian leaders were discussing the state of the church in the 1980’s.  This 

question was addressed.  One man (Os Guiness?) stated that during the next decade or so, 

the Church would become increasingly worldly.  He was speaking in particular of the goals 

and objectives½the philosophy of ministry½which would be embraced by various 

churches.  He was especially pointing to the criteria for what constitutes a successful 

ministry adopted by particular churches and the way that success would be pursued by a 

specific church.  In other words, he was not talking about dancing, drinking, smoking, and 

cursing, which are the criteria most evangelical Christians use when evaluating the 

worldliness of believers or churches.  It is noteworthy that the 80’s and 90’s were the 

beginning of the era of megachurches in America.  It is during this time that the most 

successful (numerically) churches began to focus on felt needs and unpopular theological 

and doctrinal truths began to be ignored.  The approach to the worship service began to be 

determined by polling neighborhoods and asking what people liked or didn’t like about 

church worship services.  This was exactly the approach taken by Bill Hybels’ Willow 

Creek Community Church (Chicago suburbs), which soon became the standard by which 

all other churches were evaluated.  Megachurches necessarily give people what they want, 

and so they grow.  As they accumulate resources, they are able to develop sophisticated 

programs aimed at pleasing consumer-oriented congregations.  The result is that they grow 

bigger and bigger, while smaller churches in the same communities lose folks to them.  The 

consequence spiritually is that people aren’t really challenged to change their ideas in any 

fundamental or comprehensive manner.  Worldly people become part of the church on the 

assumption that it is the church that must change to accommodate their preferences.  

 

   Note to teachers: For your information, my personal view is that just because a 

church is large numerically does not mean that it has sold out or compromised the 

truth.  However, my personal experience tends to make me at least suspicious.  

Megachurches usually have 2,000+ in attendance each Sunday.  It is hard to 

believe that, in most instances, a significant degree of compromise has not 

occurred.  Notwithstanding that, I know of some very large churches that have 

remained faithful to teaching the whole counsel of God. 
 

  There is a story Os Guinness tells of a Soviet worker dealing with his supervisors each day.  With 

the scarcity of consumer products, each Soviet factory worker was searched and scrutinized as he 

left work to ensure that he was not stealing anything.  This particular worker left work each day 

pushing a wheelbarrow filled with his tools and his lunch box.  Each day the guards would stop 

him and sort through his things, saying that they were sure he was stealing something and that 

someday they would figure out what and how.  This went on for years.  Finally, after leaving the 

Soviet Union, he admitted to the pilfering.  He had been stealing wheelbarrows!  The Soviet 

guards had seen the wheelbarrows but kept looking at what they carried. What application can 

churches and individual believers make from this story? 

  In the instance of churches, they often do a good job of avoiding particular things.  Most 

evangelical churches have a laundry list of things good Christians must avoid at all costs.  

For example, they don’t smoke, drink, or chew or go with girls that do.  But they literally fall 

all over themselves in their willingness to adopt the methodology of the world in their 

worship and ministry.  The methodology is the wheelbarrow.  Individual believers do the 

same sort of things when they let the world tell them what their life ought to look like and 

what goals to pursue.  That is why you see so many believers who have lost their saltiness. 
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 C. If we determine to “buy truth” and “not sell it,” what sorts of things would begin to happen in our 

lives? 

  Returning to the earlier question of what constitutes the good life, our overall approach to 

life will change dramatically.  The following are specific things that will happen.  

  1. We will begin to recognize that truth matters.  It especially matters in regard to 

theological and doctrinal issues.  This means that regardless of our personal 

predisposition, we will seek to understand fundamental Christian theology and doctrine.  

This will be reflected in our desire to learn more and be taught doctrine along with the 

practical discipleship issues so popular in our day.  The fact is that many folks, 

especially women, are not particularly excited about studying theology.  Nevertheless, 

the pursuit of truth requires that all of us spend some time seeking to understand the 

deeper things of God. 

  2. We will seek to develop a Christian world view which requires rethinking long-held 

assumptions and discarding inconsistent presuppositions  We will revisit our 

assumptions regarding history, politics, ethics, business and psychology and make 

necessary changes.   

 

  3. We will begin to think about our financial stewardship more seriously, especially 

considering what proportion of our finances is going to be spent on ourselves (personal 

peace and affluence) vs. the church and furthering the kingdom of God. 

 

  4. We will seek to be salt and light in this world – not to the world as a whole but to those 

in that little part of the world in which we reside.  This means that our days and 

weekends will not be planned with only our needs and desires in mind, but with the 

needs of others as well.  In other words, we will try to cease being self-centered in our 

daily routine. 

 

  5. We will be willing to scrutinize our approach to life, asking ourselves why we do what 

we do and why we believe the things we believe.  This will be a lifelong process of 

evaluation and re-evaluation. 
 

 D. How do we give mixed messages to our children about what is truly important to us? 

  Our children know what is truly important to us because they see us when our facades are 

down (during the week) and when our facades are up (at church).  They know how we 

prefer to spend our time, how we relax, what we do to have fun, what our closest friends are 

like, what TV shows we watch, and what movies we like.  They also see the inconsistencies 

in who we are on Sunday compared to who we are the rest of the week.  They may not know 

how much we support the church financially, but they have a good idea about how we spend 

most of our money.  They also know whether or not we genuinely enjoy participating in 

church or whether or not it is a never ending burden to us.  How do they know?  By how 

consistent we are, by our countenance when going to church, and by what we say before 

and after church.   The message they end up with will probably be the one that has the most 

impact on their lives. 

 

 


