DISCUSSION MANUAL LUKE LESSON 100

I. ReadLuke?21:1-4

A. In verses 1-4, Jesus teaches an important lesson regarding our responsibility relative to what has
been entrusted to us. Read Luke 12:48 and explain this responsibility.

B. Read Matthew 19:16-22 and discuss the reasons we might fail to respond to the challenge
stewardship presents to us.

C. In Luke 21:1-4, Jesus seems to denigrate the offerings of the rich. Was this His intent?

D. In very real ways, the standard by which we measure our stewardship should not be what we give
or what we do, but what we keep for ourselves. It is there that our motives become evident. How
might this help us manage our time better if our desire is to spend our time in a manner which
honors God?

E. The most amazing thing about the widow’s giving is that she was probably much more fulfilled in
life than the rich folks cited. This is related to the law of reciprocity. (See Galatians 6:7.) Those
who are giving, others directed, and focused on Godly objectives are always more fulfilled and
happy. Incidentally, they are usually more popular and beloved also. Where should one start if
he/she desires to embrace the priorities of the widow in Luke 21:1-4?



Apart from the responsibilities that are clearly commanded in Scripture, i.e., stewardship, giving,
serving our church, bible study and prayer, commitment to attend church, etc., are there any simple
and straightforward suggestions by which we could begin to change from a self-centered person (a
taker) to an others directed person (a giver)?

What sort of church would we have if everyone in it really began to give more of themselves and
of their resources to the kingdom?

Respond to the following comments sometimes heard in church:

*  “I’m sick and tired of the preacher talking about money. That has nothing to do with faith.”

*  “Sunday morning is the only time | can really relax and sleep late. Sunday School just comes
too early!”

*  “l' know I don’t do much for my church, but I do a lot of things through other organizations.”

*  “No, | don’t tithe, but that’s just because | make too much money. Besides, | still give more
than most others in my church!”

* I don’t work in church because | already have a job. Besides, we hired a preacher to do all
that stuff!”



